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worship with us this weekend!
Saturday 5:30 p.m.
Sundays at 8:15 & 10:30 a.m.

Regular Worship Schedule Resumes
September 7 & 8, 2019
Saturday
5:30 p.m. — Informal Worship
Sunday
8:15 a.m. — Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. — GIFT: Growing in Faith Together
10:30 a.m. — Contemporary Worship

“God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday
September 8, 2019
Come and be a part of this church-wide service event open to all! On Sunday, September 8,
beginning at 11:30 a.m. we will be cleaning up a section of Highway 6 between Geneseo and
Atkinson. We are also inviting families with young children to participate in a toy cleaning
project in the nursery. After our clean-up we will return to the church for lunch and
fellowship. Safety vests and work gloves will be provided. Everyone is welcome!

Rally Day on Friends & Family Weekend
Friends & Family Weekend is planned for September 7 & 8! The Outreach Ministry team
is encouraging everyone to invite friends and family to join us in worship this weekend.
Join us for Rally Day for Growing in Faith Together (GIFT), as we receive registrations
for the coming year and celebrate with games and activities for children. Between services
on Sunday there will be fellowship with coffee and delicious treats, displays highlighting
our fall programs, plus games and activities for the children, including a Bouncy House,
Goldfish Races and several new outdoor games!
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A Word
From
Pastor
Laura

We Are Church
In August, over a 1000 Lutherans gathered at
the Wisconsin Center in Milwaukee for the
2019 Churchwide Assembly. I was one of 932
voting members who, for six days, worshipped
together, prayed together, and did the business
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
American together.
Our denomination has three unique
expressions – the churchwide organization,
synods, and congregations. Each congregation
has its own constitution and bylaws, owns it
own property, calls its own rostered leaders,
and does ministry in its own context. Each
congregation is assigned to one of 65
geographical synods, which are groups of
congregations that walk with individual
congregations in their ministry. Synods elect
bishops, who help to oversee our common life
together as church, and who support rostered
leaders and candidates for ministry. Each
congregation also relates to the churchwide
organization, often with the help of the local
synod. Churchwide, which has an office in
Chicago, helps local congregations do ministry
by providing support with programs like
World Hunger, Lutheran Disaster Response,
and Global Mission; relates to our ecumenical
and interfaith partners in the U.S. and
internationally; and helps the church advocate
in the public square and develop resources
that promote justice and peace in our world.
The Churchwide Assembly elects a Presiding
Bishop to lead us in this work.
This year, we elected Presiding Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton to a second six-year term.
Bishop Eaton was re-elected on the nominating
ballot, with an overwhelming majority. Her
election to another term in office was a clear
statement of our trust in her and her leadership
of this church. We also elected Church Council
members, who oversee the work of the
churchwide organization until the Assembly
meets again in 2022, and a Secretary of the

ELCA, who oversees the rosters of Ministers
of Word and Sacrament (pastors) and Ministers
of Word and Service (deacons), interprets and
maintains the governing documents of the
church, and is an important part of the
Presiding Bishop’s leadership team. Deacon
Sue Rothmeyer was elected as the Secretary
of the ELCA on the fifth and final ballot,
after we heard from seven qualified and
faithful candidates.
We passed a budget for the next three
fiscal years. We amended the constitution and
bylaws of the ELCA. We adopted a new social
statement that has been in the works for
8 years: “Faith, Sexism, Justice: A Call to Action”
that denounces all forms of sex- and genderbased oppression. We considered memorials
from synods and resolutions from voting
members. We recommended a Strategy Toward
Authentic Diversity in the ELCA, which came
from a committee of faithful leaders within
the ELCA who are all people of color.
Of all the actions we took that week,
the one that has received the most press is
a memorial declaring that the Churchwide
expression of the ELCA is a “sanctuary church
body,” and that we will continue our
commitment to protect and accompany
migrants and refugees in our country. The
memorial came to the Assembly from the
Metropolitan New York Synod, and
highlighted the work of AMMPARO, a
comprehensive strategy of our church
“Accompanying Migrant Minors with
Protection, Advocacy, Representation, and
Opportunities,” and five synods that have
become sanctuary synods. In the days since the
assembly has concluded, there has been much
discussion within our ELCA congregations
about what exactly it means to be a sanctuary
church body. Northern Illinois Synod Bishop
Jeff Clements has offered some clarification;
you can find his letter on our website and

(continued on page 3)
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at the Resource Center, along with the
talking points produced by Churchwide
after the Assembly concluded. It seems that
our discernment about what this means for
our church and where exactly the Holy Spirit
is leading us is just beginning. What is certain
is that, as people of faith, we have a
responsibility to have the conversation and
do the work in order to ensure that God’s
love is made known and that the justice
that God desires for all people is realized.
—Pastor Laura

August 31 & September 1, 2019
Pentecost 12
This weekend’s texts include Proverbs 25:6-7;
Psalm 112; Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 and Luke
14:1, 7-14.

September 7 & 8, 2019
Pentecost 13/Rally Weekend
This weekend’s texts include Deuteronomy
30:15-20; Psalm 1; Philemon 1-21 and Luke
14:25-33.

First
Worship
& Music

September 14 & 15, 2019
Pentecost 14
This weekend’s texts include Exodus 32:7-14;
Psalm 51:1-10; 1 Timothy 1:12-17 and Luke
15:1-10.
September 21 & 22, 2019
Pentecost 15
This weekend’s texts include Amos 8:4-7;
Psalm 113; 1 Timothy 2:1-7 and Luke 16:1-13.
September 28 & 29, 2019
Michael and All Angels
This weekend’s texts include Daniel 10:10-14,
12:1-3; Psalm 103:1-5, 20-22; Revelations
12:7-12 and Luke 10:17-20.

Please keep the following Lifelines petitions in your prayers:
World and Community: For our leaders: President Donald J. Trump and Governor J.B.
Pritzker. For all who work for peace and justice. For those serving our country in the military,
especially Raul Falcon, Jakob Gradert, Brian Hanshaw, Taylor McKean, Jessica Ruggles,
Christopher Unrath, Law Enforcement Officers and First Responders.
Church: For our bishops: Rev. Elizabeth Eaton and Rev. Jeff Clements. For our partners in ministry: Pastor Daniel
Meyan and the people of Osupuko Parish in Tanzania, Rev. Raja Socrates, Bishop of the Arcot Lutheran Synod, India.
For missionaries who share the Gospel around the world. For Another Child Foundation. For Catherine Nelson,
seminary student. For Lutheran Social Services of Illinois. For our pastors, parish staff, Preschool staff and Church
Council (names listed on pg. 10).
Health and Wellbeing: Claire and Connor Brill (Kurt & Deb Horberg’s twin grandchildren), Bill Frolich (Mary
Copersmet’s friend), Kurt Horberg, Marla Johnson, Pastor Virgil Juliot, Hugo Nelson (Bill & Theresa Nelson’s grandson),
Rudy Rexroth, Bill Rutherford (Karen & Jerry Myhre’s family friend), Peggy Schram (Doris Swanson’s daughter), and
Tracy Yager (Jodi Martin’s best friend).
Joys: On the baptism of Brooks Reid Oberle, son of Reid & Rachel Oberle. On the births of Claire and Connor Brill,
twins of Lindsey & Andrew Brill and grandchildren of Kurt & Deb Horberg; and Charlotte Arlene Turbett, great niece
of Scott & Judi Denys.
Thanksgiving: Thank you to the Lifelines Prayer team and fellow first Lutheran members for your support, love and
prayers during Dave’s recent medical challenges. He is home and doing well after a very scary turn of events. We are so
blessed to be a part of First Lutheran’s family as children of God together. —Chris Ahlstrand
Sorrows: On the death of Dick Lindell, uncle of Alan Lindell.

First
Prayer

If you wish to submit a prayer request, please contact the church office at 944-3196 or by e-mail prayer@firstgeneseo.org. If you
or a member of your family have a medical procedure planned or are admitted to the hospital, please call the church office. In the
event of an after-hours emergency please contact Pastor Matt at 703-505-9517.
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GIFT (Growing in Faith Together)
It’s time to re-group, re-commit, and re-start!! Adult Small Groups will resume this month
in true small group format. Classes for children and youth will begin as well!
Adult Small Groups will meet on Saturdays at 4:15 p.m. in Grace Place (beginning
September 14) and on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in Conference Room A and Grace Place.
Registration forms for the 2019-2020 year and this quarter’s Participant books are available
at the Resource Center. This quarter’s theme is “Responding to God’s Grace” and we spend
the month of September exploring God’s grace in the Pentateuch (the first five books of the
Old Testament).
September 1 (Sunday only) – God Is Merciful (Genesis 19:1, 15-26, 29)
September 7 & 8 – No adult small groups – Join us for Rally Day activities
on Sunday morning!
September 14 & 15 – Bread from Heaven (Exodus 16:1-8, 13-15)
September 21 & 22 – Faithful God, Faithless People
(Numbers 13: 1-2, 17a, 25-28a; 14:1-2, 5-10)
September 28 & 29 – God Forgives (Numbers 14:10b-20)
Classes for Children and Youth (ages 3 – high school) resume on Sunday mornings at
9:30 a.m. on September 16. Ages 3–5th grade meet in the Sanctuary for an opening before
going to their classrooms. 6th–12th grades meet in the Youth Room. The focus of Unit 1 is
“Real World, Real Faith.” Together we will explore the Gospel of Luke, following our
worship lectionary.
September 1 – No Children/Youth classes
September 8 – Rally Day activities for all ages in the Fellowship Room
September 15 – All Is Not Lost (Luke 15:1-10)
September 22 – It’s a Real World (Luke 16:1-13)
September 29 – Close that Gap! (Luke 16:19-31)

Share In The Joy: Capital Campaign for 2020-2021 Update

As of today, First Lutheran Church has received pledges and cash gifts from 45 members
and families for a total of $161,690. We would to thank all those who have made a pledge.
If you have not done so, we invite and encourage you to participate in this Campaign. We
need your help to reach our goal of $200,000 so that we can all SHARE IN THE JOY of
being debt-free!
Please prayerfully consider joining your fellow members in making a pledge. A gift or
pledge of any amount will make a difference. Please pick up a pledge card at the Welcome
Center or church office. You can return the pledge card to the church office or place it in
the offering plate during worship.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration.
—Stewardship Ministry Team
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Outreach Ministry’s Volunteer Recognition

Many members of this congregation give of their time, talents and treasure help people, projects
and organizations outside the walls of First Lutheran. We notice and want them to know that their
efforts are appreciated. Each month we will recognize a FLC individual or group of individuals
that are doing “God’s Work” in our community and beyond.

Stan and Linda Storm have been serving the members of our congregation and our
community for decades. At First Lutheran they have both served on Council, served on
multiple ministries, taught or acted as Superintendent of Sunday School, and have been
or currently are ushers, greeters, communion assistants and providers of Fellowship coffee
and refreshments. Linda has served two terms on the synod Social Ministry Committee,
and both are active in the Via de Cristo movement. In the Geneseo community Stan has
been involved with youth baseball, served on the board of the Geneseo Park District,
driven the shuttle at Hammond Henry Hospital and has been a member and officer in
Kiwanis. Linda is past-president of the HHH Auxiliary and is now co-chair of Hammond
Henry’s Women’s Health program. Both Stan and Linda have been God’s faithful servants
for decades – serving this church, serving this community and serving individuals who
needed their prayers, presence, comfort, encouragement and help. We thank them for
being fine examples of what it means to share Christ’s love!

First
ministries

Linda Storm
Stan Storm

First Friends
Theology On Tap!

Come and join Pastor Matt for another
‘round’ of Theology on Tap at Geneseo
Brewing Company at 7 p.m. beginning
Tuesday, September 3! Together we will
explore The Letters of John during the month
of September and in November we will do a
Bible study on Ezekiel. Everyone is welcome!

Come kick off the program year with a tasty
Pork & Potato lunch, conversation & fellowship
on Thursday, September 12 at 11:30 a.m. in the
Fellowship Room. An interesting program will
be presented by Claire Crawford director of the
Geneseo Public Library following lunch. As
always, you are encouraged to bring a friend...or
2, but please, for planning purposes, sign up at
the Welcome Center or call the church office
with your reservation.

Jenny Lind Chapel Swedish Service

Pastor Dan Witkowski from First Lutheran, Moline, will be the preacher at the annual
Swedish Service (Högmässa) at the Jenny Lind Chapel in Andover on Sunday, September 29,
at 4 p.m. A lifelong Lutheran, Pastor Dan has served ELCA congregations and institutions
his entire life. He holds degrees from Creighton University, Wartburg Theological
Seminary, and Augustana College in Rock Island. He also works as a spiritual director
and retreat director. The message will be given in English. Don Faust from Davenport
will conduct the liturgy in Swedish for this Svensk Högmässa service, and Deanna Swanson
from Augustana Church in Andover will be the organist. Light refreshments will be served
following the service by members of First Lutheran Church in Rock Island.
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Wednesday Night Faithtime at First!
Faithtime is an afternoon and evening of “Sharing Christ’s Love” through fellowship, food,
music, education and a meal for all ages. All members and guests of First Lutheran Church
are welcome to participate in any of the Faithtime’s activities! Faithtime begins Wednesday,
September 11!

Faithtime Kids (Wednesdays Afterschool)
This September’s theme is Trek: An adventure in Trust.
Faithtime Kids will be exploring the story of Joseph and how
he learned what it meant to trust God through difficulty.

Join First at

Wednesday Night

Faithtime!

All children Grades K-6
3:15-3:40 p.m. Check In, Snack in Fellowship Room
3:40-4:05 p.m. Large Group Opening
4:05-5:25 p.m. Message, Music & Motion Rotations
5:25-5:30 p.m. Closing in Sanctuary
5:30 p.m.
Check Out in Sanctuary
We are looking forward to another fun year of Faithtime with
service projects, music, art and more! If you would still like to
register, contact Haylee Gustafson at youth@firstgeneseo.org.

Faithtime Evening Meal
An evening meal is offered each week during Faithtime. The meal will be continuously
served from 5 p.m. through 6 p.m. The cost is $2 per child ages 3 through 11, $4 for ages
12 through adult, or $15 per family. Everyone is invited to make Faithtime your
mealtime! Here’s our September meals:
September 11 Tacos
September 18 Chicken & Mashed Potatoes
September 25 LaRoma’s Pizza

Confirmation (7th & 8th graders)

Please pray for our students and mentors as we begin classes for the 2019-2020 year!
This year, we have 7 students who will completing their second year of the program
and 5 students beginning the program. In addition, we have a team of awesome adult
mentors who attend class and lead discussion and activities each week. 2019-2020 is
our year to focus on the Bible, from Genesis to Revelation.
September 4 — The Hebrew Bible
September 18 — Exodus
September 11 — Genesis
September 25 — Law
Also, we invite prayers for our 13 students who have completed the two year program
and are preparing for the Rite of Confirmation on October 27!
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Youth Group

Youth Group will be starting up on Wednesday, September 4 from 6-7:30 p.m. Come and
see the improvements of the Youth Room. We will have dinner and games to kick off the
program year. Hope to see you there! The series we will be looking at this month will be
all about rhythm. For most of us, when we hear the word “worship,” we think about
singing songs at church. But could there be more to worship than
just music and words on a screen? In this series, we’ll find out what
it looks like to worship God with our whole lives. As we do, we’ll
see that when we find the right rhythm to our worship, we’ll also find
ourselves walking in better rhythm with the God we’re worshiping.

First
Faithtime
ministries

Follow FLC youth on Social Media!

Instagram: flcg_youth

Snapchat: flcg_youth

Mission Trip Opportunity!
The mountains are calling, we are heading to Nashville in July 2020! Current 8th-12th grade
youth can attend. We will be serving the Music City through various service projects!
Dates are to be announced soon! There will be an informational meeting about the trip
on Sunday, September 15 at 11:30 a.m. in the Youth Room. There will be treats and
coffee. Come and see if this is an opportunity you would like to participate in!

Adult Education Opportunities during Faithtime!
Caring Conversations will begin on Wednesday, September 18 with a study of Colossians,
Raised Together. The group discussion will focus on our identity in Christ through his resurrection
and what that means in our daily lives. The group is open to all ages and genders! We will meet in
Classroom 5 on the second floor from 6-7 p.m. Janet Larson will facilitate the study and discussion.
•

First Book Club — Join us for discussion on the content of the book “1984” and faith response
to the author George Orwell on Wednesday, September 11 at 5:30 p.m. in Grace Place.
October’s book title is The Dollmaker of Krakow written by R. M. Romeo. In the land of dolls,
there is magic. In the land of humans, there is war. Everywhere there is pain. But together there is
hope. Karolina is a living doll whose king and queen have been overthrown. But when a strange
wind spirits her away from the Land of the Dolls, she finds herself in Kraków, Poland, in the
company of the Dollmaker, a man with an unusual power and a marked past. The Dollmaker has
learned to keep to himself, but Karolina’s courageous and compassionate manner lead him to smile
and to even befriend a violin-playing father and his daughter—that is, once the Dollmaker gets over
the shock of realizing a doll is speaking to him. But their newfound happiness is dashed when Nazi
soldiers descend upon Poland. Karolina and the Dollmaker quickly realize that their Jewish friends
are in grave danger, and they are determined to help save them, no matter what the risks. Hurry
and pick up a copy today and begin reading this timeless fantasy set in the Second World War that
weaves together magic, folklore and history. A complete listing of the 2019-20 book titles and
authors is available at the Resource Center.
•
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First Lutheran Preschool

Trunk or Treat

Welcome back to preschool! We will begin
the year with orientation during the week
of September 3. Throughout the month of
September the three year old class will be
learning with the color red, the circle and
apples. We will be cooking and exploring
apples inside and out. The four year old
classes will learn with the letter N, focusing
on their names and numbers. We look
forward to welcoming the Autumn season
with many fall activities.

Would you love to see lots of trick-or-treaters
and kids dressed up in costume? Then First
Lutheran’s Trunk or Treat event is for you!
The event will take place on Thursday,
October 31 from 4-7 p.m. in
the Fellowship Room. Tables
will be set up as stations where
children can walk by and
receive candy. We need your help...here are
three ways to get involved with this ministry:
• You are invited to donate candy in the
“pumpkin” container in the Fellowship Room.
• You can be creative and set up your own
“themed” station, dress in costume and pass
out candy to trick-or-treaters.
• You can hand candy out at a station that
has been created for you!!
Hurry and sign up at the Welcome Center if
you would like to get involved! The smiles
and thrills you will get back will make your
day and theirs!

Do you wish to join the congregation?
We will be scheduling a date soon to receive new
members into our church family. Contact Pastor
Laura or Pastor Matt if you are interested in
learning more about membership at First.

Council Highlights from August 19, 2019
Action Items
• Approved Funding requests for Henry
County Sheriff’s Department for student
education, for Pastors Matt and Laura for
continuing education, and for Haylee
Gustafson for a professional development
workshop.
• Approved a contract for Deb Spence to
fill the Receptionist position for the months
of September through December, while
Sherry is out for seasonal employment and
medical leave. Sherry Dickens plans to
return to the position in January 2020.
• The Annual Meeting date has been set
for January 26, 2020. A Congregational
Forum will be held on January 19, 2020.
Old Business
• The carpet installation has begun, and
work will continue over the next few weeks,
as additional carpet had to be ordered.
New Business
• Council was advised that 79 children
attended Vacation Bible School in July.
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Congregation members Sandi Holmstrom
and Linda Storm have asked to host a baby
shower for Pastor Laura on October 26, 2019.
All women of the congregation are invited.
• Plans are underway for Thanksgiving Eve
service, which will include pie fellowship.
• The audit report was discussed, and potential
policy updates considered.
Financial Report
General Fund Offering:
July actual
$27,934
July budget
$34,750
YTD actual
$254,252
YTD budget
$249,750
Net Income Over Expenses:
July actual
$4,411 deficit
July budget
$2,003 deficit
YTD actual
$13,888 surplus
YTD budget
$21,133 deficit
•

Women’s Ministry

Cover Girls Quilting
Come and work with the “Cover Girls” on
a variety of projects including tying quilts
made of donated fabrics and assembling
several care kits for Lutheran World Relief.
You are welcome to join us on Wednesday,
September 4 & 11 at 9 a.m. in Grace Place.
The need is great!
Women’s Bible Study will be held on
Wednesday, September 18 at 9 a.m. in the
Fellowship Room. We will be using the
Lutheran magazine, “Gather” for our study
guide. All women are welcome to join us
for this time of fellowship and Bible Study.

Lutheran World Relief—Soap

First
ministries

Clean and Beautiful...No one likes to look
dirty. A brand new bar of soap lets someone
present themselves with dignity, keep hands
clean and stay healthy. Those simple things
are some of the very building blocks to success.
That is why bar soap is needed for LWR. Any
brand and any size in its original wrapping is
accepted; however, bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.)
are highly preferred. Bar soap will be collected
through October and can be placed in the
basket by the church office.

A Note of Thanks!
Churches United Meal

Come and help serve Churches United meal
on Monday, September 30 at 6 p.m. at Mt.
Zion Baptist Church, East Moline! Or if
you prefer, desserts (9x13 dessert or 2 dozen
cookies) are needed. Call Nancy Cassens
(309) 507-1684 or sign up at the Welcome
Center.

Food Pantry Collection

The Geneseo Food Pantry is collecting
salsa, chucky style soup, graham crackers,
mashed potatoes mix, coffee, bleach, fabric
softener, denture cleanser, garbage bags and
freezer bags to share with those in our
community. Donations may be left in
the basket by the church office.
Another way to help! — As the weather
starts to cool off, light jackets, long-sleeved
shirts, and jeans will be needed. Please
consider donating your unwanted clothing
and household items to the Food Pantry.
Many clients get clothing at the Food
Pantry to reduce their spending on clothing
for their families.

Thank you seems like so little to say of your
generous donation of food and cleaning
supplies. We are truly grateful for your
continued support of all our needs
throughout the years! Again thank you!

Geneseo Atkinson Food Pantry

Hymn Festival in Galesburg

Internationally acclaimed organist, composer,
conductor Dr. John A. Ferguson, Elliot
& Klara Stockdal Johnson Professor of Organ
& Church Music Emeritus, St. Olaf College,
will lead We Sing the Year Round Hymn
Festival at First Lutheran Church, 364 E. Water
St. in Galesburg, on Sunday, September 22 at
4 p.m. The Hymn Festival, written and led
by Dr. Ferguson, is in celebration of the
church’s new Allen organ. A free-will offering
toward organ scholarships will be accepted.
Everyone is invited to celebrate the addition
of this magnificent instrument to First Lutheran
Church. Come to sing or simply listen
as Dr. Ferguson leads this extraordinary
musical event. For more information, call
(309) 343-3176.
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Staff Directory
Rev. Laura Kamprath
lkamprath@firstgeneseo.org
Rev. Matt Kamprath
mkamprath@firstgeneseo.org
Morgan Sarber
Director of Worship & Music
worship@firstgeneseo.org
Mary Jo Brummet
Parish Administrator
mjbrummet@firstgeneseo.org
Deb Spence
Receptionist
receptionist@firstgeneseo.org
Haylee Gustafson
Director of Youth & Family Ministry
youth@firstgeneseo.org
Jennifer Johnson
Programs Meal Coordinator
Jim Luikart
Parish Accountant
jluikart@firstgeneseo.org
Charlene Daniels
Custodian
cdaniels@firstgeneseo.org
Melinda Wildermuth
Staff Musician
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Council

Office hours

Cathy Runty—President
Scott Fitzpatrick—Vice-President
Brian Hofer—Secretary
Gary Gesme—Treasurer

Monday-Tuesday-Thursday
8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Jodi Barnhart, Roger Bengtson,
Ray Bergles, Nancy Cassens,
Gary Daniels, Johanna Hager,
Cheryl Saint Vincent, Patty Turner,
Taylor Wildermuth

Meeting Schedule:
Cabinet — Monday, September 9
Ministries — Monday, September 9
Council — Monday, September 23

Preschool staff
Misty Slaymaker, Director
Mary Williamsen, Margi Ficken
preschool@firstgeneseo.org

Next Chimes deadline:
Tuesday, September 10

Wednesday
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Friday
Office Closed
Closed for Lunch ~ Noon–1 p.m.

Staff schedule
Rev. Laura Kamprath
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
Rev. Matt Kamprath
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
Morgan Sarber
Monday-Thursday
Mary Jo Brummet
Monday-Thursday
Deb Spence
Monday-Thursday, select hours
Haylee Gustafson
Monday-Thursday

