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worship with us this weekend!
Saturday 5:30 p.m.
Sundays at 8:30 & 10:00 a.m.

“God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday
September 9, 2018

Come and be a part of this church-wide service event open to all! On Sunday, September 9,
beginning at 11:15 a.m. we will be cleaning up a section of Highway 6 between Geneseo and
Atkinson. We are also inviting families with young children to do a project in or around the
church. After our clean-up we will return to the church for lunch and fellowship. T-shirts
and work gloves will be provided. Everyone is welcome!

Friends & Families Weekend
September 15 & 16, 2018

The first annual Friends & Families Weekend is planned for September 15 & 16 by the
Evangelism and Outreach Ministry. As we welcome new members that weekend, all members
of First Lutheran are encouraged to invite family members and friends to worship with us and
enjoy special fellowship time that weekend.
Prior to the Saturday evening worship there will be fellowship with delicious refreshments
provided by the ministry and on Sunday there will be fellowship, delicious refreshments, a
bounce house, crafts, and games. Invitations are available at the Welcome Center. Join us!

Town Hall Meetings

September 29 & 30, 2018
The congregation Council has scheduled two Town Hall meetings so that we can have
conversations about what our new Sunday School model will look like. For complete details
please read Pastor Laura’s newsletter article on page 2.
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A Word
From
Pastor
Laura

Making Plans
“For surely I know the plans I have for you,
says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not
for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then
when you call upon me and come and pray to
me, I will hear you. When you search for me,
you will find me; if you seek me with all your
heart, I will let you find me, says the LORD…”
Jeremiah 29:11-14a

As I write, Anna is preparing to begin
kindergarten. I feel prepared for this moment,
mostly. We have our back-to-school outfit and
school supplies. I’ve signed up for PTA and
know what day I’m supposed to send snack.
We’ve had lots of discussions about lunches,
weighing benefits of hot lunch vs. cold lunch.
But despite all of our family’s preparation, I
still can’t help feeling a little bit anxious about
the unknown.
In many ways, this mirrors how I feel about
ministry at First Lutheran right now as we begin
another program year. We’ve got the calendars
set and the registrations are flowing in. The
curriculum is ordered and our volunteers are
getting ready. However, there is still so much
unknown – Will we find the final few volunteers
that we need? Will we be ready and welcoming
when the kids pile in on the first day of
Faithtime? Will those whom we’ve missed over
the summer months return to weekend worship?
Those unknowns always carry with them a bit
of anxiety.
But having faith means trusting that, if we
do our part (plan and invite and prepare), the
Holy Spirit will do her part (growing faith and
growing disciples). So I will trust.
And as we focus on the here and now, doing
our best to have a great September, we are also
planning for the next season. In January, we plan
to introduce a new Christian education time to
accompany weekend worship. As a congregation
Council, we’ve been listening to the Holy Spirit
and to you all, and we’ve heard the desire for a
time on the weekends to engage in small groups,
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Bible Study, and building community. Our
Wednesday programming will remain in
place, as it is integral to our mission of
“Sharing Christ’s Love.” And to our existing
programming, we will be adding small
groups and children’s faith formation on
Sunday mornings.
The congregation Council has scheduled
two Town Hall meetings so that we can have
conversations about what this new model
will look like. Particularly, we are interested
in your input about changes to our Sunday
morning schedule. Please plan to join us at
one of the meetings:
•
•

Saturday, September 29 at 4:45 p.m.
in the Fellowship Room
Sunday, September 30 at 9:15 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

We will present some information about
our plans, and then seek feedback (verbal and
written) to help us make the best decision for
the congregation. More information from the
Council will be available for your review on
the weekend of September 22-23, prior to the
meetings.
There is a lot happening in our
congregation right now! There is so much to
be excited about, accompanied by a dose of
anxiety about the unknown. Amidst the joy
and the worry, we trust that the Holy Spirit
is at work among us, inspiring us with new
ideas and renewed enthusiasm. And I take
heart that, even when we don’t know exactly
what the future looks like, God has got it
under control.
In Christ,
Pastor Laura

September 1 & 2, 2018
Pentecost 15
One Service Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
This weekend’s texts include Deuteronomy
4:1-2, 6-9, Psalm 15, James 1:17-27 and Mark
7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23.
September 8 & 9, 2018
Pentecost 16
This weekend’s texts include Isaiah 35:4-7a,
Psalm 146, James 2:1-17 and Mark 7:24-37.

September 22 & 23, 2018
Pentecost 18
This weekend’s texts include Jeremiah
11:18-20, Psalm 54, James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a
and Mark 9:30-37.

First
Worship
& Music

September 29 & 30, 2018
Pentecost 19
This weekend’s texts include Numbers
11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29, Psalm 19:7-14, James
5:13-20 and Mark 9:38-50.

September 15 & 16, 2018
Pentecost 17
Friends & Families Weekend
This weekend’s texts include Isaiah 50:4-9a,
Psalm 116:1-9, James 3:1-23 and Mark 8:27-38.

Please keep the following Lifelines petitions in your prayers:
World and Community: For our leaders: President Donald J. Trump and Governor Bruce
Rauner. For all who work for peace and justice. For those serving our country in the military,
especially Raul Falcon, Griffin Fleming, Josh Fleming, Jakob Gradert, Brian Hanshaw (Jan &
Steve Weber’s son-in-law), Connor Luxmore, Taylor McKean, Jessica Ruggles, Christopher Schwake,
Christopher Unrath, Law Enforcement Officers and First Responders.
Church: For our bishops: Rev. Elizabeth Eaton and Rev. Jeff Clements. For our partners in ministry: Pastor Daniel
Meyan and the people of Osupuko Parish in Tanzania, Rev. Raja Socrates, Bishop of the Arcot Lutheran Synod, India.
For missionaries who share the Gospel around the world, especially Abby Larson, Young Adults in Global Mission.
For Catherine Nelson, seminary student. For Lutheran Social Services of Illinois. For our pastors, parish staff,
Preschool staff and Church Council (names listed on pg. 10).
Health and Wellbeing: Deb ______ (Diana Baca’s friend), Reg _______ (Laura M. Wayne’s nephew), Lorece Arnett,
Natalie Baumgardner, Rick Brown (Chris & Dave Ahlstrand’s brother-in-law), Andy Casciato (Jordan & Dylan Haser’s
grandfather), Gary Dahlquist (Karen & Jerry Myhre’s friend), Judy DeBoever, Heather DeBrock, Adam Fleming, Rob
Hoogerwerf (Jami Haser’s neighbor), Norm Juliot (Pastor Virgil Juliot’s brother), Evelyn Kline, Kate Odean (Karen Myhre’s
good friend), David Peterson, (Janet Stees’ brother), Roger Peterson, Cindy Scheckel (Suzi & Rene Sandoval’s friend), Peggy
Schram (Doris Swanson’s daughter), Scott Sprau (Mark & Darla Anderson’s friend), Everett Swanson (Lila Borkgren &
Linda Storm’s brother), Wendy Thompson (Linda Mullin’s daughter) and Marilyn Zeimet (Mary Anne Daniels sister).
Joys: Baptism of Chandler Everlee May Anselmi, daughter of Chase & Hilary Anselmi. On the birth of Rosalie
Joeleen Sue Stees, daughter of Brett & Linley Stees and great-granddaughter of Gene & Janet Stees. Abby Larson’s
ministry at Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp and her safe arrival in Rwanda.
Thanksgiving: Sally Boley’s test results showed possible cancer, but too small to test, so waiting 6 months for another
scan. Thank you for your prayers! For a wonderful week of Vacation Bible School; for 55 children who participated;
for dozens of volunteers; and for Morgan Sarber, Director of VBS. For the safe arrival of all YAGM teams to their
countries.
Sorrows: On the deaths of Jim Turner, member; Jerry Schmidt, brother of Cliff Schmidt; and Lois Helble, mother of
Chris Ahlstrand.

First
Prayer

If you wish to submit a prayer request, please contact the church office at 944-3196 or by e-mail prayer@firstgeneseo.org. If you
or a member of your family have a medical procedure planned or are admitted to the hospital, please call the church office. In the
event of an after-hours emergency please contact Pastor Matt at 703-505-9517.
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Theology on Tap

Come and join Pastor Matt for another
‘round’ of Theology on Tap at Geneseo
Brewing Company in downtown Geneseo
at 7 p.m. on select Tuesdays! Together we
will explore the Prophets of the Hebrew
Scriptures during September and October
and do a book study of Richard Rohr’s
book, Falling Upward during November
and December. Everyone is welcome!

Women & Justice Social Statement
The deadline to submit your responses to
the Draft Social Statement on Women and
Justice is September 30, 2018. Find more
information at the Resource Center or
online at www.elca.org (search “Women and
Justice”). If you are interested in continuing
the conversation in person, a hearing will be
held at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Davenport,
on September 23 at 3 p.m.

Here’s the schedule for the Bible Study
on the Prophets: September 4—October 16
Please Note: No Theology on Tap on
September 11 or October 2.
•

Confirmation Class of 2018
Upcoming Dates – please mark your calendar!
• September 16 – Faith Statement Meeting at 11:15 a.m.
• October 21 – Faith Statement Lunch
• October 28 – Rite of Confirmation at 10:00 a.m. service

Volunteers Needed!
Do you have time to spare? We need your
help to set up chairs in the Fellowship Room
for Saturday night worship. Won’t take you
long...about an hour. Please call Glen or Janet
Anderson at 441-5522 to help with one
Saturday a month.

Save the Date!
Trunk or Treat ~ October 31 from 4-7 p.m.
Would you love to see lots
of trick-or-treaters and kids
dressed up in costume? Then
First Lutheran’s Trunk or
Treat event is for you!
Be sure to mark the above date and time on
your calendar and come and have fun serving
the children of our church, neighborhood and
community! More details to follow...
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New Directory Coming...

Has your address, phone number, or e-mail
changed? Do you have an updated address for
family members who may have moved from
area (especially your adult children who are
members of the congregation!)? We will be
publishing a new address/phone/e-mail
directory soon! Please contact Mary Jo
Brummet at mjbrummet@firstgeneseo.org
or call the church office with updates.

Outreach Ministry’s Volunteer Recognition

Many members of this congregation give of their time, talents and treasure help people, projects
and organizations outside the walls of First Lutheran. We notice and want them to know that their
efforts are appreciated. Each month we will recognize a FLC individual or group of individuals
that are doing “God’s Work” in our community and beyond.

Borrowing a well-known phrase used to describe New York first-responders on that
infamous September 11th, First Lutheran’s Jerry Klavohn for 30 years was one who—when
most ran from chaos-he ran in!
After graduation from GHS, Jerry soon started a career in vehicle mechanics. Early on,
his then boss was Asst. Chief of the Geneseo Volunteer Fire Department. Jerry is quick to
give that man credit for being his inspiration to become part of the department which he
soon did. Over the next 15 or so years he rose through the ranks to become Fire Chief in
1980—a position he held for 15 more years.
Even though its been 23 or so years since Jerry donned his turnout gear, he continues
to speak very fondly of his years serving our community; those words coming with
significant emotion—especially when recalling fires and vehicle crashes that claimed lives.
But also when he talks about the clown troop he and his wife Virginia were part of—personal
fun that brought smiles to thousands of faces.
When you see Jerry you see a man with a servant’s heart.

E-Chimes?

Would you like to receive the Chimes
electronically? If you are currently receiving
a hard copy in the mail but would prefer an
e-mail instead, please send a note to
mjbrummet@firstgeneseo.org.

First
ministries

Jerry Klavohn

A Note of Thanks!
Thank you for your support! Partners in Mission
was a great success. We prayed for our brothers
and sisters doing God’s work near and far; we
learned more about ministry partners; and we
raised $2,383.23 from the weekly Noisy Offering
(in addition to designated gifts). Thanks be to God!

Stewardship: Giving in Gratitude
Stewardship teaches that all that we have and all that we are is a gift from God. We are the stewards
- not only of our financial resources, but also of this created earth, our time, our talents, our
families, our relationships, life itself, but most importantly of God’s word. Christian stewardship
is using these gifts God has given us, to do the work God is calling us to do. We put our financial
gifts to work in a number of ways:
•
Annual Giving (ordinary stewardship) is the regular practice of returning to God every year
a portion of all that God has given us.
•
Capital Giving (extraordinary stewardship) involves the special occasions that arise in the life
of our church home that call us to give beyond our ordinary habit.
•
Legacy Giving (legacy stewardship) is the way in which we address the matter of gifting the
accumulations of our lifetime to strengthen our church and the other causes we care about.
How we use money says as much about our value system as anything we say and do. How we
value it - hoard it - and spend it defines us. Who are you becoming? Who do you want to be? What
is God calling you to do? Walk with us this fall as we explore God’s calling in worship and in Bible
readings through Giving in Gratitude.
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First
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Wednesday Night Faithtime at First!
Faithtime is an evening of “Sharing Christ’s Love” through fellowship, food, music & arts,
games, and education for all ages. All members and guests of First Lutheran Church are
welcome to participate in any of the Faithtime’s activities! Faithtime begins Wednesday,
September 5!

Children’s Ministry: Faithtime
(Wednesdays Afterschool)

Join First at

Wednesday Night

All children Grades K-6
3:15-3:45 p.m. Check In, Snack, Opening Activities
in Fellowship Room
3:45-5:25 p.m. Message, Music, Motion & Games Rotation
5:25-5:30 p.m. Closing in Sanctuary
5:30 p.m.
Check Out in Sanctuary

Faithtime!
Faithtime Evening Meal
An evening meal is offered each week during Faithtime.
The meal will be continuously served from 5 p.m. through
6 p.m. The cost is $2 per child ages 3 through 11, $4 for ages
12 through adult, or $15 per family. Everyone is invited to
make Faithtime your mealtime! Here’s our September meals:
September 5
Tacos
September 12
Chicken and Mashed Potatoes
September 19
LaRoma’s Pizza
September 26
Pulled Pork Sandwiches

Confirmation (7th & 8th graders)

We will kick off a new year on September 5 with 13 students returning for their 2nd year
of classes and about 7 new students. 2018-2019 is our Catechism year, so we will study
the Apostles’ Creed, the 10 Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, Holy Baptism, Holy
Communion, and then spend time with the question “What does it mean to be a Lutheran
Christian in this place and time?” Each week, Pastor Laura (or Pastor Matt on occasion) teach
the lesson and then adult mentors lead small group activities and Haylee Gustafson,
Director of Youth & Family Ministries, leads some games. Here’s our schedule:
• September 5 — Martin Luther
• September 12 — The Reformation
• September 19 — The 10 Commandments – Part I
• September 26 — The 10 Commandments – Part II
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Youth Group

It’s that time of year again! We have fun
ideas for this year! Come and join the fun
of Youth Group on September 5. We meet
in the Youth Room on 3rd floor from
6-7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays.

Kindergarten & 3rd grade parents:
Save the date! At weekend worship services
on November 10 & 11, Kindergarteners
will receive a Story Bible and 3rd graders
will receive an NRSV Bible. The Opening
the Bible class for 3rd graders will be Sunday,
November 4 at 11 a.m.

First
Faithtime
ministries

Adult Education Opportunities during Faithtime!
Bible Study-Book of Faith — Come and join Pastor Mike Clark as he leads a Bible study on
the book of Hebrews from 6-7 p.m. in Grace Place. This will be a 6-session Bible study that will
meet on select Wednesdays during September and October. Here’s the September schedule:
September 5
Who Is Jesus? – Part 1
September 19
Who Is Jesus? – Part 2
September 12
No Bible Study
September 26
What did Jesus Do?
•
Caring Conversations ~ “Learn how to overcome the past, conquer fear, say “I can”,
face adversity, and harness resilience.” —Jan Silvious
Caring Conversations will begin on Wednesday, September 5 at 6 p.m. in Classroom 5 on the
second floor. We will be discussing the book, Same Life, Different Story by Christian life-coach,
Jan Silvious. This will be a 10-week bible study that focuses on how women in the Bible were
changed by God when they put their trust in Him during times of trial. This discussion will
reveal how “one small change can have profound effects.”
Jan Silvious, writes with humor and honesty. Books can be purchased on-line or borrowed
from the church Resource Center. Participants are encouraged to keep a journal to complete
personal reflections. The conversations will be each Wednesday, 6:00-7:30 p.m. in Room 5 (on
the Second Floor, accessible from the south elevator). Women of the congregation, as well as friends,
are welcome to join Caring Conversations. It is not necessary to attend all 10 sessions as each
session covers a separate topic. Contact Janet Larson for more information!
•

First Book Club — Join us for discussion on the content of the book “The Light Between
Oceans” and faith response to the author M. L. Stedman on Wednesday, September 12 at 5:30 p.m.
in Grace Place.
October’s book title is The Kitchen House written by Kathleen Grissom. At the turn of the
nineteenth century on a tobacco plantation in Virginia, young, white Lavinia, who was orphaned
on her passage from Ireland, arrives on the steps of the kitchen house and is placed under the care
of Belle, the master’s illegitimate, black daughter. Lavinia learns to cook, clean, serve food, and
cherish the quiet strength and love of her new family. In time, Lavinia is accepted into the world
of the big house, caring for the master’s opium-addicted wife and befriending his dangerous yet
protective son. She attempts to straddle the worlds of the kitchen and big house, but her skin color
will forever set her apart from Belle and the other slaves. Through the unique eyes of Lavinia and
Belle, Kathleen Grissom’s debut novel unfolds in a heartbreaking and ultimately hopeful story of
class, race, dignity, deep-buried secrets, and familial bonds. Hurry and pick up a copy today and
begin reading this debut novel! A complete listing of the 2018-19 book titles and authors is available
at the Resource Center.
•
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Save the Date

We will host a Women’s Retreat at Benet
House in Rock Island on January 4-5, 2019.
It will be a small gathering of women of
faith, intended for our mutual upbuilding
and sharing of joy.

First Friends

First Friends will kick off the new program
year with lunch on Thursday, September 13
at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Room. Please
join us and bring a friend...or 2. We will enjoy
a yummy $5 lunch, fellowship & a program by
Geneseo Police Detective Chavez about scams
we should be aware of in our area. All are
welcome...no age minimums or maximums!
Hurry and sign up at the Welcome Center!

Project Respond

We appreciate the donations for this
year’s Project Respond for Another Child
Foundation. Generous members donated
over 70 t-shirts, 23 leggings, 13 pairs of shoes
and 23 pairs of socks. The cash donations
will be used to defray costs to ship items to
Romania. The children receiving the clothing
and shoes will be so thankful. I am looking
forward to helping with the distribution of
aid in October. We are grateful for the
partnership with First Lutheran Church.
“And if you give what you have to the hungry,
and fill the needs of those who suffer, then your
light will rise in the darkness, and your darkness
will be like the brightest time of day.”
Isaiah 58:10
Janet Larson for Another Child Foundation

Council Highlights from August 20, 2018
Action Items
• Reviewed the Audit Report with Finance
Committee responses. Thanks to the Audit
Committee (Reid Oberle, Dawn Mathews
and Angela Himmelman).
• Approved a disbursement from the
Memorial Mission Fund to help with
Catherine Nelson’s seminary tuition for
the coming year. Approved Mission
Endowment request for $500 for Safe
Families for Children. Approved Social
Ministry Benevolence request for $1,500
for Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center.
• Approved building usage agreements for
Girl Scout Troops 2446 & 3035.
Old Business
• Received an update on the January 6, 2019
start of our new Sunday School (all ages),
including the curricula.
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There will be town hall style meetings the
weekend of September 29 & 30 to provide
input on Sunday worship times beginning
January 6, 2019 in conjunction with the new
all ages Sunday School.
New Business
New members will be received the weekend
of September 15 & 16.
Financial Report
General Fund Offering:
July actual
$33,085
July budget
$32,767
YTD actual
$256,468
YTD budget
$257,967
Net Income Over Expenses:
July actual
$2,733 deficit
July budget
$2,106 deficit
YTD actual
$7,022 deficit
YTD budget
$14,415 deficit
•

Women’s Ministry

Cover Girls Quilting
Come and work with the “Cover Girls” on
a variety of projects including tying quilts
made of donated fabrics and assembling
several care kits for Lutheran World Relief.
You are welcome to come any time you
can help on Wednesday, September 5 & 12
at 9 a.m. in Grace Place. The need is great!
Women’s Bible Study will be held on
Wednesday, September 19 at 9 a.m. in the
Fellowship Room. We will be using the
Lutheran magazine, “Gather” for our study
guide. All women are welcome to join us
for this time of fellowship and Bible Study.
Questions, call Carol Boyd at 944-2413.

Lutheran World Relief—Soap
Clean and Beautiful...No one likes to look
dirty. A brand new bar of soap lets someone
present themselves with dignity, keep hands
clean and stay healthy. Those simple things
are some of the very building blocks to
success. That is why bar soap is needed for
LWR. Any brand and any size in its original
wrapping is accepted; however, bath-size bars
(4 to 5 oz.) are highly preferred. Bar soap will
be collected through October and can be
placed in the basket by the church office.

First
ministries

LOMC NEEDS YOU!!
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center is in the process of raising funds to put new siding on
4 bunkhouses and 2 meeting facilities as well as remodel 10 bathrooms at their camp. The goal
is to provide comfortable, weather proof housing for campers as well as clean, safe, efficient,
and handicap accessible bathrooms.
Many confirmation students have enjoyed the beauty of LOMC for fall retreats or summer
camps where the Word of God is connected to the World of God.
Campers learn how to foster a relationship with God while becoming more independent,
courageous, faithful servants. LOMC provides a safe yet challenging environment where campers
learn resilience, teamwork, how to try new things, and how to make faith-based decisions.
Please prayerfully consider making a tax-deductible donation toward this fundraiser knowing
that many kids’ and adults’ lives are impacted for the better after experiencing time at LOMC.
Please send your donation (marked “Cabin Remodel”) to: LOMC - PO Box 239 Oregon, IL

Food Pantry Collection

The Geneseo Food Pantry is collecting muffin mix, beef broth, cream of mushroom soup, diced
tomatoes, vegetable oil, salad dressing, Kleenex, garbage bags, freezer bags, adult pain relievers and
dish soap to share with those in our community. Donations may be left in the basket by the
church office.
Another way to help!
As the weather stars to cool off, light jackets, long-sleeved shirts, and jeans will be needed.
Please consider donating your unwanted clothing and household items to the Food Pantry.
Many clients get clothing at the Food Pantry to reduce their spending on clothing for their
families.
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Staff Directory

Council

Office hours

Rev. Laura Kamprath
lkamprath@firstgeneseo.org
Rev. Matt Kamprath
mkamprath@firstgeneseo.org
Linda Schmidt, Deacon
Director of Worship & Music
lschmidt@firstgeneseo.org
Mary Jo Brummet
Parish Administrator
mjbrummet@firstgeneseo.org
Haylee Gustafson
Director of Youth & Family Ministry
youth@firstgeneseo.org
Jennifer Johnson
Programs Meal Coordinator
Jim Luikart
Parish Accountant
jluikart@firstgeneseo.org
Charlene Daniels
Custodian
cdaniels@firstgeneseo.org

Ray Bergles—President
Cathy Runty—Vice-President
Brian Hofer—Secretary
Rollin Setterdahl—Treasurer

Monday-Tuesday-Thursday
8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Jodi Barnhart, Roger Bengtson,
Nancy Cassens, Gary Daniels,
Dawn Ebarb, Scott Fitzpatrick,
Johanna Hager, Peter Johnson,
Taylor Wildermuth

Meeting Schedule:
Cabinet — Monday, September 10
Ministries — Monday, September 10
Council — Monday, September 17

Preschool staff
Misty Slaymaker, Director
Mary Williamsen, Margi Ficken
preschool@firstgeneseo.org

Next Chimes deadline:
Thursday, September 6
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Wednesday
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Friday
Office Closed
Closed for Lunch ~ Noon–1 p.m.

Staff schedule
Rev. Laura Kamprath
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
Rev. Matt Kamprath
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
Linda Schmidt, Deacon
Director of Worship & Music
Monday-Thursday
Mary Jo Brummet,
Parish Administrator
Monday-Thursday
Haylee Gustafson, Director of
Youth & Family Ministry
Monday-Thursday

