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worship with us this weekend!
Saturday 5:30 p.m.
Sundays at 8:30 & 10:00 a.m.

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP
PALM SUNDAY — MARCH 24 & 25
Saturday at 5:30 p.m.
Sunday at 8:30 a.m. ~ Sanctuary Choir
10 a.m.~ Faithtime grades K, 1st & 2nd and Joyful Spirit
Easter Egg Hunt & Activities at 11:15 a.m.

MAUNDY THURSDAY — MARCH 29
Noon Worship & Meal
5 p.m. First Communion Family Meal
6:30 p.m. Worship ~ Faithtime grades 3rd, 4th, 5th & 6th and Sanctuary Choir
Stripping of the Altar

GOOD FRIDAY — MARCH 30
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church ~ A special Good Friday
service for Children age 3 through 2nd grade.
6:30 p.m. Worship

EASTER VIGIL — MARCH 31
6:30 p.m. Worship ~ We gather with our youth
for a first celebration of Easter that
revisits stories from Genesis to John.

EASTER SUNDAY — APRIL 1
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship ~ Sanctuary Choir, Glory Ringers, Brass and Organ
10 a.m. Contemporary Worship ~ Joyful Hearts
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A Word
From
Pastor
Laura

March’s Message
By the time you read this, we will already be
deep into the season of Lent. Lent is a time of
repentance, which literally means “turning
around.” We turn from our sins in this
penitential season; we confess to God those
things we’ve done for which we seek forgiveness.
We turn out from ourselves (Martin Luther liked
to talk about sin as the tendency to curve in one
oneself) to consider the needs of others. We turn
from idols (money, power, prestige) to the one true
God. We turn from our rebellious ways to seek
the harmony that God intends for us.
The disciplines of Lent are designed to help
us in our turning around. They are designed to
align our focus with God’s desire for us – that
we love God, love our neighbors, and love the
world God has created.
Several of our congregation’s Lenten practices
will help you on your journey. There will be
periods of silence in some of our worship
services, which can serve as time for selfexamination and repentance (the first discipline).
Our Wednesday midday meals will be simple:
homemade soups and bread. Nourishing food,
but nothing extravagant or overly rich. For those
who are fasting during the season (the second
discipline), we hope that these meals reflect your
efforts. Finally, sacrificial giving and works of
love (the third discipline) are on our hearts and
minds throughout the season. Consider making
a special gift to World Hunger or one of our
congregation’s special funds. Consider saying
“yes” when I or Pastor Matt call you and ask
you to help out at church in a new role!
This is a busy time of the year in the life
of the church (22 worship services in the month

of March!) and our desire as we plan these
opportunities is that you are continually
renewed, refreshed, and motivated to continue
on the journey to Easter.
March will also be the beginning of our
transition on the church staff. We will prepare
to celebrate the ministry of three of our staff
members: Sherry Dickens, Pastor Lynn
Bergren, and Pastor Virgil Juliot [and later in
the year, Lynn Lindell]. Each of them offer so
many gifts to this congregation. We are not
losing them as members of Christ’s body with
us, or as members of this congregation, but we
are losing their contributions in particular
ways as staff members. Pastor Matt and I and
the rest of the staff will miss their presence
among us throughout the week. And all of us,
as a congregation, will have to learn new ways
of doing the work that God calls us to, as tasks
shift and responsibilities are reassigned.
I hope you will take the time to send a note
or a card, or simply say “thank you,” to those
on staff who will be concluding their ministry
this month. Let them know that they are
appreciated. Let each of them know how they
have touched your lives with their ministry.
As Easter morn approaches, we look for
the resurrection of Jesus. Jesus is the source
of all our hope and life. We know that Jesus
brings new life out of death. So, we go forward
as disciples, not knowing exactly where we go,
but confident that God is leading us, that Jesus
is walking alongside us, and the Holy Spirit
will blow us in the right direction.
—Pastor Laura

Celebration of Ministry
Join us in between services to celebrate the ministry of
Sherry Dickens, Pastor Lynn Bergren and Pastor Virgil Juliot.
Sherry Dickens ~ Sunday, March 18 at 9:30 a.m.
Pastor Lynn Bergren & Pastor Virgil Juliot ~ Sunday, March 25 at 9:30 a.m.
Thank you for your ministry and we wish you God’s blessings.
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March 3 & 4, 2018
Lent 3
This weekend’s texts include Exodus 20:1-17,
Psalm 19, 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 and John
2:13-22.

March 24 & 25, 2018
Passion of our Lord/Palm Sunday
This weekend’s texts include John 12:12-16,
Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 31:9-16, Philippians
2:5-11 and Mark 14:1—15:47.

March 7, 2018
Midweek 3, Noon & 6:30 p.m.
Today’s text is Daniel 3:1-29.

March 29, 2018
Maundy Thursday, Noon & 6:30 p.m.
Today’s texts include Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14,
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
and John 13:1-17, 31b-35.

March 10 & 11, 2018
Lent 4
This weekend’s texts include Numbers 21:4-9,
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22, Ephesians 2:1-10 and
John 3:14-21.
March 14, 2018
Midweek 4, Noon & 6:30 p.m.
Today’s text is Genesis 1:1-2, 4a.
March 17 & 18, 2018
Lent 5
This weekend’s texts include Jeremiah
31:31-34, Psalm 119:9-16, Hebrews 5:5-10
and John 12:20-33.
March 21, 2018
Midweek 5, Noon & 6:30 p.m.
Today’s text is Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18, 8:6-18
and 9:8-13.

First
Worship
& Music

March 30, 2018
Good Friday, 6:30 p.m.
Today’s texts include Isaiah 52:13—53:12,
Psalm 22, Hebrews 10:16-25 and John
18:1—19:42.
March 31, 2018
Easter Vigil, 6:30 p.m.
We gather for the first celebration of Easter.
We experience the story of salvation, from
Genesis to John, in artistic, dramatic, and
musical interpretations.
April 1, 2018
The Resurrection of our Lord
Today’s texts include Acts 10:34-43, Psalm
118:1–2, 14–24, 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 and
Mark 16:1-8.

Please keep the following Lifelines petitions in your prayers:
World and Community: For our leaders: President Donald J. Trump and Governor Bruce
Rauner. For all who work for peace and justice. For those serving our country in the military,
especially Raul Falcon, Griffin Fleming, Josh Fleming, Jakob Gradert, Connor Luxmore, Taylor
McKean, Jessica Ruggles, Christopher Schwake, Law Enforcement Officers and First Responders.
Church: For our bishops: Rev. Elizabeth Eaton and Rev. Jeff Clements. For our partners in ministry: Pastor A.
Michael Stephin and the people of Osupuko Parish in Tanzania, Rev. Raja Socrates, Bishop of the Arcot Lutheran
Synod, India. For missionaries who share the Gospel around the world. For Catherine Nelson, seminary student.
For Lutheran Social Services of Illinois. For our pastors, parish staff, Preschool staff and Church Council (names
listed on pg. 10).
Health and Wellbeing: Chris, Ron Alhorn, Lorrin Buechler, Christina Clark, Wayne & Fran Conrad, Judy
DeBoever, Dorothy DeMay, Sherry Dickens, Brady Jess, Evelyn Kline, Janet Larson, Rhett McDowell, Linda Schmidt,
Jay Sears, Larry Skiles, Gene Stees, Donald Tomlinson, John Tweten and Mike Zeglin.
Joys: On the births of Raelynn Ruth and Shea Louise, twin daughters of Aaron & Keely Anderson, granddaughters
of Mark & Darla Anderson and great-granddaughters of Glen & Genevieve Anderson; and Edward Camillus Hansen,
son of Charles & Becky Hansen, grandson of Susan Hanford.
Thanksgiving: For our freedom to worship.
Sorrows:

First
Prayer

If you wish to submit a prayer request, please contact the church office at 944-3196 or by e-mail prayer@firstgeneseo.org. If you
or a member of your family have a medical procedure planned or are admitted to the hospital, please call the church office. In the
event of an after-hours emergency please contact Pastor Matt at 703-505-9517.
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Easter Garden

You’re invited to help decorate the sanctuary
with beautiful spring flowers for Easter.
Easter lilies, hyacinths, daffodils, tulips or
mums may be ordered in memory or honor
of a loved one. The cost is $17.50 for any
variety. These flowers may be ordered by
completing the form in the pew racks or by
calling the office. Please make checks payable
to First Lutheran Church. Our deadline is
March 18. Names will be recognized in the
bulletin on Easter Sunday, April 1. You may
take a plant of your choice home after the
10 a.m. Easter Service.

First Lutheran Preschool Registration

First Lutheran Preschool will begin enrolling for
the 2018-19 school year starting in March. Children
must be 3 years of age by September 1, 2018. If you
have a child you would like to enroll, please call the
preschool at 944-4306.

March Ministry Moment

The ministry of the Altar Guild is a true
servant ministry, accomplished reverently
and quietly. Whether baking communion
bread, setting the Lord’s Table, or caring for
liturgical linens and paraments, our members
who serve on this team help make our worship
beautiful and fulfilling for all. Throughout a
typical year they ensure more than 160 worship
services are prepared and carried out. Holy
Week is one of the busiest weeks on the
liturgical calendar for the Altar Guild with
so many different worship services, and one
of the most meaningful - particularly in the
poignant act of the stripping of the altar at the
conclusion of the Maundy Thursday service.
This month we recognize and thank all who
serve in our Altar Guild ministry!

Maundy Thursday Noon Meal

During Holy Week, come and enjoy a warm
meal in the Fellowship Room following the
noon service on Maundy Thursday, March 29.
The main entrée is Ham Balls with scalloped
potatoes, green beans, fruit salad, dinner roll
and dessert. To assist with planning, please
sign up at the Welcome Center or call the
church office at 944-3196.

Music Camp

Music Camp will be August 13-17 for all
current 1st-5th graders. Save the date! Mornings
are spent at church in a variety of music
activities, games, crafts, and snack. After
lunch, we spend afternoons away from the
church—bowling, swimming, etc. The
children lead worship on August 19.
Friends are very welcome!
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Outreach Ministry’s Volunteer Recognition

Many members of this congregation give of their time, talents and treasure help people, projects
and organizations outside the walls of First Lutheran. We notice and want them to know that their
efforts are appreciated. Each month we will recognize a FLC individual or group of individuals
that are doing “God’s Work” in our community and beyond.

Our volunteer(s) of the month is actually four individuals who serve together on Good
Samaritan’s Advisory board and have done so for a number of years: Roger Bengtson,
Maurice Nelson, Jim Unrath and Melinda Wildermuth. The mission of Good Samaritan
is “to share God’s love in word and deed by providing shelter and supportive services to
older persons and others in need believing that in Christ’s love, “Everyone is Someone”.
These four individuals openly share and live out this mission through their willingness
to serve. We applaud them for helping to guide our local non-profit skilled nursing
facility and senior living community. Thank you, Roger, Maurie, Jim and Melinda!

First
ministries

Roger Bengtson
Maurice Nelson
Jim Unrath
Melinda Wildermuth

Easter Cards for the Military
Safeguarding God’s Children

On Saturday, April 7, the Northern Illinois
Synod will host this workshop at First. The
Pastors strongly encourage all who work
with children or youth in the congregation
to attend, if you did not attend a workshop
last year. Others are invited to attend as well.
Please sign up at the Welcome Center, and
indicate if you will need childcare. The
workshop is 9 a.m. – noon.

Will and Estate Planning Workshop

First will offer a free Will and Estate Planning
Workshop on Sunday, April 22 at 11 a.m.
in Conference Room A, following Sunday
worship. The presenter is Trista Foster, Vice
President and Trust Officer at American Bank
and Trust Company. An expert in estate
planning, probate and trust administration,
Trista will outline the basics of wills and estate
planning tools and help you understand how
having a plan in place benefits you and your
loved ones. Seating is limited and reservations
are requested to the church office. Refreshments
will be provided by our Stewardship Team!

Please drop by the Fellowship Room and sign
Easter cards for military by Sunday, March 18.

Easter Egg Hunt and More!
Hop on over. Let’s have some fun…
We’re looking for eggs. Each and everyone!
Palm Sunday, March 25 at 11:15 a.m.
All children 5 grade and under are invited to collect eggs
and enjoy some Easter activities and games!
th

Men’s Lenten Breakfast

Geneseo Ministerial Association is hosting
the Men’s Lenten Breakfast. All men are
invited to come and enjoy the delicious
breakfast, fellowship and a brief program.
The breakfast begins at 7 a.m. each week
at the following churches:
March 3
First Lutheran Church will host
the breakfast and Dr. Randy Mullin will share
about his faith journey and diakonia program.
March 10 First Methodist UMC
March 17 First Congregational Church
March 24 Geneseo Evangelical Free Church
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Children’s Ministry: Faithtime

No Faithtime — March 28
Faithtime schedule for March 7, 14 & 21

All children Grades K-6
3:15-3:45 p.m. Check In, Snack, Opening
Activities in Fellowship Room
3:45-5:20 p.m. Message, Music, Motion &
Games Rotation
5:20-5:30 p.m. Closing in Sanctuary
5:30 p.m.
Check Out in Sanctuary

Faithtime Evening Meal

An evening meal is continuously served
from 5 p.m. through 6:15 p.m. each week.
during Faithtime. The cost is $2 per child
ages 3 through 11, $4 for ages 12 through
adult, or $15 per family. Everyone is
invited to make Faithtime your mealtime!
Following is a listing of our March meals:
March 7
Lenten Soup/Potato Bar
March 14 Lenten Soup/Sandwich Bar
March 21 Lenten Soup/Salad Bar
March 28 No Meal

Confirmation (7th & 8th graders)

During March the confirmation students will continue
to attend Wednesday evening Lent worship at 6:30 p.m.
in place of class. Then they will have small group time
with their mentors. Here’s our schedule:
March 7 — Lent Worship & Small Groups
March 14 — Lent Worship & Small Groups
March 21 — Lent Worship & Small Groups
March 28 — No Confirmation

Senior High Youth Group (9th–12th graders)

Join us as we continue exploring the world of Harry Potter and seeing how the bible ties
in with the Harry Potter movies. We also be playing fun games and treats will be involved!
•

No Youth Group on Wednesday, March 28

Save the Date! Lock-In

Confirmation and Youth Group are invited to
come to the Annual Lock-In on Friday, March 16.
It will be a fun-filled night as we will go bowling,
eat pizza, play lots of games and hear about the
word of God. Bring a friend! It is a night you do
not want to miss! More information will be
coming soon!
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Youth Auction was a success!

Thank you for those who donated to Youth
Auction and to those who help make a success!
We are excited to announce that we have raised
over $8,000 to go towards our youth going to the
National Youth Gathering in Houston! We are
almost to our goal and we could not have made
without your wonderful generosity. Thank you!

First Book Club

Join us for discussion on the content of the
book “Ghost” and faith response to the author
Jason Reynolds on Wednesday, March 14 at
5:30 p.m. in Grace Place.
• April’s book title is The Language of Flowers
by Vanessa Diffenbaugh. The Victorian
language of flowers was used to convey
romantic expressions: honeysuckle for
devotion, asters for patience, and red roses
for love. But for Victoria Jones, it’s been
more useful in communicating mistrust
and solitude. After a childhood spent in the
foster-care system, she is unable to get close
to anybody, and her only connection to the
world is through flowers and their meanings.
Now eighteen and emancipated from the
system with nowhere to go, Victoria realizes
she has a gift for helping others through the
flowers she chooses for them. But an
unexpected encounter with a mysterious
stranger has her questioning what’s been
missing in her life. And when she’s forced
to confront a painful secret from her past,
she must decide whether it’s worth risking
everything for a second chance at happiness.

Theology on Tap!

During Lent, be sure to join Pastor Matt
on Tuesday evenings March 6, 13 & 20 at
7 p.m. at Geneseo Brewing Company. We
will continue our discussion on the book
“The Return of the Prodigal Son: A Story of
Homecoming” by Henri J.M.

First
ministries

Where’s Our College Students?
Social Ministry would like to update First’s
college student names and addresses. Also
please send graduation dates and plans for
those graduating in 2018. Pastors Laura and
Matt would also like to send an Easter letter.
Please contact the church office or email
Nancy Cassens at jncassens@gmail.com by
Sunday, March 12.

First Lutheran Scholarships

Are you planning on attending college this fall?
The First Lutheran Scholarship Committee has
applications available at the Resource Center in
the Fellowship Room. (Please note, there are
separate forms for high school and college.) All
applications must be returned to the church
office by Friday, April 28.

First Communion Class

At First Lutheran Church, we invite and encourage any child with parental permission
to receive Holy Communion if they have attended an instruction class. We are inviting
you and your child to participate in our First Communion Ministry which includes the
following three parts:
Class 1: Sunday, March 11 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in Classroom 3 (2nd floor)
Class 2: Sunday, March 18 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in Classroom 3 (2nd floor)
Class 3: Sunday, March 25 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Room
First Communion: Maundy Thursday, March 29
5:00 p.m. – Family meal in the Fellowship Room
6:30 p.m. – Worship Service in Sanctuary
Pastors Laura and Matt will be teaching the classes. We request that at least one parent
attend both classes with their child. Please know that any members of your family, including
Godparents/Baptismal sponsors, are invited to participate in the classes, join us for a family
dinner and worship. Please sign up at the Welcome Center or call the church office at
944-3196. We look forward to our time together!
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First Lutheran Preschool

Our students will be welcoming Spring and
learning about the Easter season. Our Spring
break will be from March 26 until April 2,
classes resuming on April 3. The 3 year-olds
color of the month will be yellow and the
shape will be a diamond. They will be busy
planting seeds and making seed necklaces.
The 4 year-olds will learn more about taking
turns and problem solving. They will be
conducting experiments involving the
weather. They will be decorating Easter
cookies and for the letter W they will be
eating watermelon.

Food Pantry Collection

The Geneseo Food Pantry is collecting pizza
sauce, pizza crust mix, beef broth, tomato paste,
ketchup, aspirin, allergy medicine, paper towels,
pull up training pants and fabric softener to
share with those in our community.
Donations may be left in the basket by
the church office.
Did You Know?
• The Food Pantry provides emergency rent
assistance. If you are interested in helping
someone pay rent, please write, “For rent
assistance” in the memo of your check.

Save the Dates!
•
•

July 29-August 2, 2018 ~ Vacation Bible School — Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus
September 29-30, 2018 ~ All-congregation camping trip!
We will gather for fellowship and worship at Lutheran Outdoor
Ministries Center (LOMC) near Oregon, IL on the weekend of
September 29 & 30. Look for more information after Easter.

Council Highlights for February 26, 2018
New Business
• Reviewed the Benevolence, Dispersal of
Gifts, and Campaigning policies; Personnel
Handbook will be discussed next month.
• Council members chose their Ministry
assignments.
• Discussed options for summer worship
times.
• Discussed Saturday evening’s services
during Lent.
Action Item
Approved Mission Endowment’s request
of $1,000 for Another Child Foundation.
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Financial Report
General Fund Offering:
January actual
$58,422
January budget
$55,367
YTD actual
$58,422
YTD budget
$55,367
Net Income Over Expenses:
January actual
$7,800 surplus
January budget
$3,136 surplus
YTD actual
$7,800 surplus
YTD budget
$3,136 surplus

LWR Personal Care Kits

First Women’s Ministry is collecting items
for Lutheran World Relief “Personal Care
Kits” starting in March and continuing
through the end of April. Here’s a list of
the items needed for the kits:
•
Light-weight bath-size towel (maximum
52” x 27”), dark color recommended
Please Note: It is important that these
towels are light-weight for line drying.
•
Bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.) of soap,
any brand, in its original wrapping
•
Sturdy comb (wide tooth)
•
Metal nail clippers
•
Toothbrush
When LWR distributes these kits it’s often
to people who have lost everything. In the
wake of an earthquake, or having fled from
violence as their homes were overtaken, they
clasp a towel from a faraway place, with a
bar of soap, a toothbrush...and washing up,
they know that they have not been forsaken
by the world. Please consider sharing God’s
grace and love by providing that simple
comfort. Donations may be dropped off in
the basket by the church office. Thank you
for your continued support.
• We reached our goal of 25 kits this past year.
Let’s try for 30 kits this year!

Women’s Ministry

Cover Girls Quilting
Come and work with the “Cover Girls” on
a variety of projects including tying quilts
made of donated fabrics and assembling
several care kits for Lutheran World Relief.
You are welcome to come any time you
can help on Wednesday, March 7 & 14
at 9 a.m. in Grace Place. The need is great!
Women’s Bible Study will be held on
Wednesday, March 21 at 10 a.m. in Grace
Place. We will be using the Lutheran
magazine, “Gather” for our study guide.
All women are welcome to join us for
this time of fellowship and Bible Study.

First
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Thank You
With a grateful heart I thank all from First Lutheran
who shared Valentine cards, candy, cookies, and the
beautiful pillow with me.
God Bless You,
Gladys Swanson

Lutheran Marriage Encounter

Rediscover the one you love on a Lutheran
Marriage Encounter Weekend! The next weekend
is scheduled in Peoria on April 13-15, 2018. Apply
now at GodLovesMarriage.org or contact Norm
and Deb Lopez at peorialmereg@gmail.com for
more information. Preregistration is required –
deadline is March 26. Registrations after that date
will be accepted if there is space available.

HHH Community Health Series
Upcoming Men’s Topic: “How Safe Are We?”
The Men’s Health Program will be held at Hammond-Henry Hospital in the first floor conference room
on Wednesday, March 14 from 7 to 8 a.m. There is no cost for the program. Those attending may purchase
breakfast in the hospital dining room.
Upcoming Women’s Topic: “Eye Health”
The Women’s Health Program luncheon will be at The Cellar on Thursday, March 22 from noon — 1 p.m.
Cost of the luncheon is $8 payable at the door.
Reservations for these programs may be made by calling Hammond-Henry Hospital at 944-9112 or email
hhhfound@hammondhenry.com by Tuesday prior to the program you wish to attend.
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Staff Directory

Council

New Office hours

Rev. Laura Kamprath
Pastor—lkamprath@firstgeneseo.org
Rev. Matt Kamprath
Pastor—mkamprath@firstgeneseo.org
Rev. Virgil Juliot
Visitation Pastor — 944-6072
Rev. Lynn Bergren
Worship Pastor—lbergren@firstgeneseo.org
Linda Schmidt, Deacon
Director of Worship & Music
lschmidt@firstgeneseo.org
Mary Jo Brummet
Director of Communications & Operations
mjbrummet@firstgeneseo.org
Haylee Gustafson
Director of Youth & Family Ministry
youth@firstgeneseo.org
Sherry Dickens
Parish Secretary—sdickens@firstgeneseo.org
Jennifer Johnson
Programs Meal Coordinator
Jim Luikart
Parish Accountant—jluikart@firstgeneseo.org
Lynn Lindell
Financial Secretary—llindell@firstgeneseo.org
Charlene Daniels
Custodian—cdaniels@firstgeneseo.org

Ray Bergles—President
Cathy Runty—Vice-President
Brian Hofer—Secretary
Rollin Setterdahl—Treasurer

Monday-Tuesday-Thursday
8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
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Jodi Barnhart, Roger Bengtson,
Nancy Cassens, Gary Daniels,
Dawn Ebarb, Scott Fitzpatrick,
Johanna Hager, Peter Johnson,
Taylor Wildermuth

Meeting Schedule:
Cabinet — Monday, March 12
Ministries — Monday, March 12
Council — Monday, March 19

Preschool staff
Misty Slaymaker, Director
Mary Williamsen, Margi Ficken
preschool@firstgeneseo.org

Next Chimes deadline:
Thursday, March 8

Wednesday
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Friday
Office Closed

Staff schedule
Rev. Laura Kamprath
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
Rev. Matt Kamprath
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
Linda Schmidt, Deacon
Director of Worship & Music
Monday-Thursday
Mary Jo Brummet, Director of
Communications & Operations
Monday-Thursday
Haylee Gustafson, Director of
Youth & Family Ministry
Monday-Thursday

