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worship with us this weekend!
Saturday 5:30 p.m.
Sundays at 8:30 & 10:00 a.m.

Celebrate Mardi Gras at First!
Transfiguration Weekend
February 10 & 11, 2018
The “River City Six” returns to raise the roof with their
toe-tapping, hand-clapping Dixieland Jazz music on Sunday.

Worship Schedule
Saturday Informal Worship at 5:30 p.m.
One Service Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Come and join us for a Jazz Service, followed by some good ole southern
style food and Benefit Youth Auction! All proceeds will go toward the
2018 National Youth Gathering in Houston!
(Please see page 6 for more details!)

Ash Wednesday ~ February 14, 2018
Holy Communion & Imposition of Ashes
Services at Noon & 6:30 p.m.
On Wednesday, February 14, the church around the world celebrates Ash Wednesday. Ash
Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, the season of preparation for Holy Week. This year,
our Lenten journey includes the pastors of Augustana Lutheran Church in Andover, Cambridge
Lutheran Church in Cambridge, Messiah Lutheran Church in Port Byron, Peace Lutheran Church
in Port Byron, St. Paul Lutheran Church in Orion and First Lutheran Church in Geneseo. Two
Lenten fellowship opportunities will also be offered each week. Everyone is invited to join us for
a simple soup lunch following the Noon service or for the Faithtime Dinner from 5-6:15 p.m.
Watch your mailboxes for FLC’s Lent & Holy Week Brochure detailing all opportunities.
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Preparation
As we approach the church season of Lent,
which begins on February 14 (Ash Wednesday)
this year, we are again in the mode of
preparation for the forty-day season. There
is always a lot to prepare for in the life of the
church, but in Lent it always seems as if there
is more. I don’t know about you, but I like to
be as prepared as I can be, because there are just
some things it is better to be prepared for, like
when it’s my turn to preach. I want and need
to be prepared to preach not only for the
congregation’s sake, but for mine. It is always
better to be prepared and the season of Lent is
a time of preparation. The question is, what
are we preparing for?
Originally in the ancient church Lent was a
time to prepare for baptism. It was a forty-day
long time of fasting and prayer after a three-year
long catechumenate process. This is where the
person who was desiring to be baptized would
during the three-year process undergo serious
instruction, examination, judgments about moral
conduct, and fasting, which would culminate
with baptism at the Vigil of Easter. Only adults
were baptized by full immersion in the ancient
church. Now, three years seems like a long time
to take to prepare for baptism, but that is what
they did. The reason was to help the person who
was desiring to be baptized unlearn the ways of
the world, and learn the Way of Jesus. If you
think about it, learning the Way of Jesus, truly
is a life-long process and pursuit. Learning to
love neighbors and enemies, leaving your life
behind, sharing your treasure, selflessly caring
for the poor, giving up your possessions, would
take more than three years to learn and live. It
would take our entirety of our lives to learn
and this is what we are called to do together,
learn the Way of Jesus.

During this season of Lent our mid-week
worship will focus on the readings from the
Easter Vigil which will guide us through
creation, the flood, deliverance at the Red Sea,
salvation offered freely for all, and deliverance
from the fiery furnace. All of the readings and
messages will point us to what God has done
and is doing through Jesus Christ and how
we are called through our baptisms to work
toward the healing of the world. We are called
to prepare ourselves for the journey of faith,
following Jesus’ journey toward the cross and
resurrection. We again will be sharing this
time of worship with the Andover Cluster
where we will hear different voices from
different pastors each Wednesday. We hope
you will join us for worship, food, and
fellowship.
You are invited to be a part of the
preparation. As we look inside ourselves and
make the return to God who is the source of
all goodness, may we be inspired to learn how
to follow. May we prepare ourselves to walk
and live the Way of Jesus and in so doing,
prepare the world for Him to come again.
Amen.
—Pastor Matt

February 3 & 4, 2018
Epiphany 5/Service of Healing
Souper Bowl Weekend
This weekend’s texts include Isaiah 40:21-31;
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
and Mark 1:29-39.
February 10 & 11, 2018
Transfiguration of Our Lord
One Service Sunday with River City Six
at 9:30 a.m. (Prelude music at 915 a.m.)
This weekend’s texts include 2 Kings 2:1-12;
Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 and Mark
9:2-9.
February 14, 2018
Ash Wednesday, Noon & 6:30 p.m.
Today’s text include Joel 2:1-1, 12-17; Psalm
51:1-17, 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 and
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21.
February 17 & 18, 2018
Lent 1
This weekend’s texts include Genesis 9:8-17,
Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22 and Mark
1:9-15.

February 21, 2018
Midweek 1, Noon & 6:30 p.m.
Today’s text is Isaiah 55:1-11.
February 24 & 25, 2018
Lent 2
This weekend’s texts include Genesis 17:1-7,
15-16; Psalm 22:23-31; Romans 4:13-25 and
Mark 8:31-38.
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February 28, 2018
Midweek 2, Noon & 6:30 p.m.
Today’s text is Ezekiel 37:1-14.

New Members

First Lutheran Church welcomes the following
new members who were received in services over
the weekend of January 20 & 21.
Stacie Greene, Fynn and Imogene
Chase & Hilary Anselmi, Houston
Ron & Leslie Hartman, Bek, Jacob and Caleb
Rev. Michel & Karen Clark
Megan Clark

Please keep the following Lifelines petitions in your prayers:
World and Community: For our leaders: President Donald J. Trump and Governor Bruce
Rauner. For all who work for peace and justice. For those serving our country, especially
Raul Falcon, Griffin Fleming, Josh Fleming, Jakob Gradert, Connor Luxmore, Taylor McKean,
Jessica Ruggles, Christopher Schwake, Law Enforcement Officers and First Responders.
Church: For our bishops: Rev. Elizabeth Eaton and Rev. Jeff Clements. For our partners in ministry: Pastor A.
Michael Stephin and the people of Osupuko Parish in Tanzania, Rev. Raja Socrates, Bishop of the Arcot Lutheran
Synod, India. For missionaries who share the Gospel around the world. For Catherine Nelson, seminary student.
For Lutheran Social Services of Illinois. For our pastors, parish staff, Preschool staff and Church Council (names
listed on pg. 10).
Health and Wellbeing: Lorrin Buechler, Dean Conrad, Judy DeBoever, Keith Juliot, Evelyn Kline, Les Matson,
Judy Nelson, Linda Schmidt, Peggy Schram, Jay Sears, Gene Stees and Janice Stojek.
Joys: Baptism of Torsten and Lars Myhre, sons of Bjorn & Leigh Ann Myhre and grandsons of Jerry & Karen Myhre;
and Emilia Suzanne McLaughlin, daughter of Tyler & Stephanie McLaughlin, granddaughter of Rene & Suzi Sandoval.
On the birth of Chambers Tyler Storm, son of Tyler & Kelly Storm, grandson of Brad & Shari Storm and great
grandson of Stan & Linda Storm. Joyce Maher is home and doing well after a change in medication.
Thanksgiving:
Sorrows: On the deaths of Lowell Ewert, father of Virginia Sears; Derrick Glisan, neighbor of Maurice & Brenda
Nelson; Royce Stenzel, member; Janis Latham, grandmother of Austin & Kellyanne Ross; and Jane Fehlman, member.

First
Prayer

If you wish to submit a prayer request, please contact the church office at 944-3196 or by e-mail prayer@firstgeneseo.org. If you
or a member of your family have a medical procedure planned or are admitted to the hospital, please call the church office. In the
event of an after-hours emergency please contact Pastor Matt at 703-505-9517.
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Grace Notes from Linda

Healing: All 3 services on February 3 & 4
will include healing and anointing for those
who desire it.
Transfiguration Sunday is February 11
We will have a one service Sunday at
9:30 a.m., again led by River City 6. They
will begin playing prelude music at 9:15 a.m.
Please join us! (We will also have our regular
5:30 service on February 10).
Lent…our 5:30 p.m. Saturday services will
be simple, and include times of silence. There
will be no music at these services during the
season of Lent. There will be music at the
other 4 Lenten services each week (Sundays
and Wednesdays).

Souper Bowl of Caring

The week of January 29-February 4, bring
food offerings (canned and dry goods) to
First Lutheran and join the fun by “voting”
for your favorite team in the Super Bowl!
The pantry items will be collected in
team-themed grocery carts
in the Fellowship Room.
As you shop for your own
game-day celebration, pick
up some food to share with the families
in need in our community.
•
During worship on February 3 & 4,
youth will also collect monetary offerings
to World Hunger Relief.

Let’s tackle hunger!

Save the date: August 13-17 is the week
of Music Camp. More info coming later
this month!

Theology on Tap!

Join Pastor Matt for another ‘round’ of
Theology on Tap at Geneseo Brewing
Company. We will read “The Return of the
Prodigal Son: A Story of Homecoming” by
Henri J.M. Nouwen and discuss the book
every Tuesday in the season of Lent. We will
begin on Tuesday, February 20 at 7 p.m. and
end on Tuesday, March. 20. Friends are
welcome!

Men’s Lenten Breakfast

Geneseo Ministerial Association is hosting the
Men’s Lenten Breakfast. All men are invited
to come and enjoy the delicious breakfast,
fellowship and a brief program. The breakfast
begins at 7 a.m. each week at the following
churches:
February 17 St. Malachy Church
February 24 TBA
March 3
First Lutheran Church
March 10
First Methodist UMC
March 17
First Congregational Church
March 24
Geneseo Evangelical Free Church
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Outreach Ministry’s Volunteer Recognition

Many members of this congregation give of their time, talents and treasure help people, projects
and organizations outside the walls of First Lutheran. We notice and want them to know that their
efforts are appreciated. Each month we will recognize a FLC individual or group of individuals
that are doing “God’s Work” in our community and beyond.

Gene Stees, a longtime member of our FIRST church family, is the first recipient of the
Outreach Ministry’s Volunteer recognition. Gene has given time, talent and treasure to
many building projects. He was a contractor for the building remodel here in 2006 and
a longtime member of the Building & Property Ministry. Most recently he has been the
project manager for the construction of the new Geneseo Food Pantry scheduled to open
soon. Gene’s generosity of heart, head & hands makes him one of God’s good & faithful
servants. Thank you, Gene.

First
ministries

Gene Stees

Valentine Cheer for our Shut-in’s
No matter what age you are it is fun to get
Valentine’s Day Cards! Everyone is invited
to bring Valentine’s Day Cards to share
with our shut-ins. Be sure to drop your
valentines in the individual bags in the
Fellowship Room by Sunday, February 11.
This is a fun and easy way to share Christ’s
love with those who are unable to come to
church or sometimes get out at all.
• Volunteers Needed—We are in need
of volunteers to help deliver our Valentine
gift bags. If you would like to help, please
feel free to pick up a gift bag after the
10 a.m. service on Sunday, February 11
and deliver anytime by Valentine’s Day.

Congregational Resourcing Event

A Congregational Resourcing Event hosted by
the Northern Illinois Synod will be on Saturday,
March 10 at Kishwaukee College. Workshops
are offered on a variety of topics of interest to
congregations, including education, spirituality,
evangelism, leadership, and youth ministry.
Find more information at the Resource Center
and sign up to register by February 25 at the
Welcome Center.

Seeking Synod Assembly Voting Members

Each year, the congregations of the Northern Illinois Synod gather for Assembly. We conduct
the business of synod, including adopting a budget, electing Synod Council members and other
synod leaders, electing Churchwide Voting Members, and considering resolutions. We also worship
together, hear from our synod and churchwide leaders, and attend workshops on a variety of aspects
of congregational life. The voting members of Synod Assembly include the rostered leaders under
call in the synod and lay members from each congregation of the synod. Congregations are allowed
a certain number of voting members based on their membership total. First Lutheran Church can
send up to four lay voting members, plus one additional lay voting member who is a youth or young
adult (confirmed and under age 30). Synod Assembly will be held this year at Augustana College on
June 15 & 16, 2018. If you are interested in serving the church in this way, please speak to one of
the pastors.

PAGE 5

First
Faithtime
ministries

Children’s Ministry: Faithtime
(Wednesdays Afterschool)

All children Grades K-6
3:15-3:45 p.m. Check In, Snack, Opening
Activities in Fellowship Room
3:45-5:20 p.m. Message, Music, Motion &
Games Rotation
5:20-5:30 p.m. Closing in Sanctuary
5:30 p.m.
Check Out in Sanctuary

Faithtime Evening Meal

An evening meal is continuously served from
5 p.m. through 6:15 p.m. each week. during
Faithtime. The cost is $2 per child ages 3
through 11, $4 for ages 12 through adult,
or $15 per family. Everyone is invited to
make Faithtime your mealtime! Following
is a listing of our February meals:
February 7
Pasta Bar
February 14 Lenten Soup/Potato Bar
February 21 Lenten Soup/Sandwich Bar
February 28 Lenten Soup/Salad Bar

Confirmation (7th & 8th graders)

In the month of February we will complete our overview
of each of the Gospel writers by looking at John. Then Lent
begins, and confirmation students will attend Wednesday
evening Lent worship in place of class. Then they will have
small group time with their mentors. Here’s our schedule:
February 7 — John
February 14 — No Confirmation on Ash Wednesday
Join us for Worship at 6:30 p.m.
February 21 — Lent Worship & Small Groups
February 28 — Lent Worship & Small Groups

Senior High Youth Group (9th–12th graders)

Come and take part in youth group where we are learning about God’s grace through our video bible study
plus play fun group games and activities!
• No Youth Group on Ash Wednesday, February 14

Youth Auction ~ Sunday, February 11!
You’re invited to join to some Southern flare fun! On Sunday, February 11, the fabulous “River City Six”
will be at First with their toe-tapping, hand clapping Dixieland Jazz Music at the 9:30 a.m. service.
Join us after the service in the Fellowship Room where we will continue to enjoy live jazz music while
feasting on some good ole southern food such as pulled pork sandwiches, corn bread, creamed corn, fruit
salad and dessert. The meal will cost $6 for adults and $4 for children. The youth will be hosting the Youth
Benefit Auction featuring silent auction items which will be available to bid on before and after the
service. The live auction will take place at 11:30 a.m. Proceeds will go to help the Senior High Youth who
are attending the National Youth Gathering in Houston this summer. As their church family, we want to
make sure that every youth who is going is able to afford this transformational journey and experience!
Our auction will be a success with your help so mark your calendars and be the highest bidder!
PAGE 6

First Book Club

Join us for discussion on the content of the book “A Winter Dream” and faith response
to the author Richard Paul Evans on Wednesday, February 21 (please note the change in
date) at 5:30 p.m. in Grace Place.
•
March’s book title is Ghost by Jason Reynolds. This book is also the GMS 2018 “On
the Same Page” community book selection. Running. That’s all Ghost (real name Castle
Cranshaw) has ever known. But Ghost has been running for the wrong reasons—it all
started with running away from his father, who, when Ghost was a very little boy,
chased him and his mother through their apartment, then down the street, with a loaded
gun, aiming to kill. Since then, Ghost has been the one causing problems—and running
away from them—until he meets Coach, an ex-Olympic Medalist who sees something
in Ghost: crazy natural talent. If Ghost can stay on track, literally and figuratively, he
could be the best sprinter in the city. Can Ghost harness his raw talent for speed, or
will his past finally catch up to him? Hurry and pick up a copy today at the GMS or
at the Resource Center.

First
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Adult Education
Join us for a study of the Gospel of Mark, continuing on Wednesday, February 7 at 6 p.m.
in Grace Place. We will take a break from Wednesday evening Bible Study during Lent and
look to resume after Easter.

Seminary Update from Catherine Nelson

My first semester at seminary was one to remember. There were many things that I enjoyed
my first semester at the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. The community here is
very welcoming, and I have been able to get involved in many ways including my job in the
library and being secretary for the student government. Columbia is a beautiful city with
much to offer, the warm weather is the best! Although there were many things to enjoy my
classes were my favorite. While being back in school after a year took some getting used
to, I enjoyed all my course work.
Last semester I was in five classes: Hebrew, Teaching Parish, New Testament Survey,
Church History 1, and Introduction to Theological Thinking. Going into the semester I was
most worried about Hebrew. Knowing this would be a challenging class for me, I have never
been very talented when it comes to foreign language, I anticipated lots of late nights with
flash cards and verb charts. I also anticipated Hebrew to be my least favorite class of the
semester.
I was right about one of these thoughts. I did spend many nights up late with flash cards
and verb charts. My flash cards even went with me on many trips as I traveled to Illinois for
breaks, meetings with the synod, and for a Young Adults in Global Mission retreat. However,
I was wrong to think Hebrew would be my least favorite class. In the end, I loved it! Even
though I had to study hardest for the tests and quizzes and spend more time on this
homework than any other, I found this class most rewarding. Being able to read, write, and
speak in a foreign language is something I had never been able to do before. This class not
only helped me get back into the swing of studying and working hard to get the good grades
I desire, but it also boosted my confidence in my own skills.
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First Lutheran Preschool

All classes will be celebrating Valentines Day
during February by exchanging cards. The
3 year-olds will learn about the heart shape
and the color pink. They will make pink
paint using beets and have a Pajama Day.
The fours will be making a classroom quilt
while they learn about the letter Q. For the
letter T students will be learning about trees.
They will also be learning about hibernation
and what animals do in the winter. At the
end of the month we will be having
Parent/Teacher Conferences.
• No School on Monday, February 19

First Friends

Food Pantry Collection

The Geneseo Food Pantry is collecting
syrup, rice, jelly, chicken broth, tomato sauce,
dish soap, garbage bags, paper towels, Q-tips
and mouthwash to share with those in our
community. Donations may be left in the
basket by the church office.
Did You Know?
• Food Pantry clients can shop for clothing
and household items once per week. On the
second floor there are clothes, accessories,
sheets, blankets, towels, kitchen items, small
appliances, decorations, toys, books, CDs,
videos, games, and puzzles. (We often run
low on baby clothes, smaller size men’s clothes,
dishes, and towels).
• Progress is being made on the new building
for the Food Pantry, but as of January 15, we
do not have a move in date.

It’s that special time of year when Valentines is drawing
near. Come and join us for our Valentine get together
on Thursday, February 8 at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship
Room. We’ll enjoy a pasta meal and a little something
sweet … for only $5. Hurry and sign up at the Welcome
Center. Please invite a friend!

Council Highlights for January 8 & 15, 2018
January 8 meeting:
Action Items
• Approved the 2018 proposed budget to
be voted on at the Part II Congregational
Annual Meeting.
• Approved the Job Description for the
Parish Administrator that will begin
April 1, 2018.
January 15 meeting:
Announced Congregational Resourcing
Event at Kishwaukee College on March 10
and Northern Illinois Synod Assembly will
be June 15-16, 2018 at Augustana College.
Reviewed the thoughts that were presented
at the January 14 Budget Forum. Discussion
held about Parish Administrator job
description.
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Action Items
• Approved 14 new members transferring
into our congregation.
• Approved the request of the family to
transfer $2,290 in Memorial money to the
Capital Campaign Fund.
Financial Report
General Fund Offering:
December actual $66,688
December budget $53,521
YTD actual
$435,908
YTD budget
$430,600
Net Income Over Expenses:
December actual $23,490 surplus
December budget $5,570 surplus
YTD actual
$27,929 deficit
YTD budget
$91,402 deficit

Thank You
Dear First Lutheran Family,
Thank You! Your thoughts and prayers,
the shared memories and the comforting
embrace. The wonderful luncheon and place
for us to share fellowship with family and
friends. The warmth and peace and care First
brought to our family that day will never be
forgotten. What a blessing that was to us as
we said good-bye to Ferne.
The Family of Ferne Lindell
Tim, Jeff Alan, Lynn & Melanie

Thank You

I’m thankful for the special love given to me
from First Lutheran. First for the group that
came to Woodridge to carol for the residents.
Second they gave me a beautiful throw. I will
enjoy it on cold nights when I read.
Kindness is the language which the deaf
can hear and the blind can see.
Blessing & God Bless You,
Gladys Swanson

Thank You FLC!
The Hillcrest Residents want to Thank You
for the Angel Tree. You helped put a big
smile on the resident’s faces when our Santa’s
Helpers passed out the presents. You showed
you really care about the residents out here
at Hillcrest. The residents appreciate your
kindness, thoughtfulness and generosity.
John Hunt, President
Hillcrest Resident Council
On behalf of our Residents at Good
Samaritan Society Geneseo Thank you for
the Angel Tree gifts we received.
Annette Koehler
Activity Director

Women’s Ministry

Cover Girls Quilting
Come and work with the “Cover Girls” on
a variety of projects including tying quilts
made of donated fabrics and assembling
several care kits for Lutheran World Relief.
You are welcome to come any time you
can help on Wednesday, February 7 & 14
at 9 a.m. in Grace Place. The need is great!
Women’s Bible Study will be held on
Wednesday, February 21 at 10 a.m. in
Grace Place. We will be using the Lutheran
magazine, “Gather” for our study guide. All
women are welcome to join us for this time
of fellowship and Bible Study.

First
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Women’s Health Series

“The Alphabet Soup of Vitamins &Supplements”
is the topic of the noon luncheon on Thursday,
February 22 at The Cellar. The cost of lunch
is $8 per person, which is payable at the door.
Reservations may be made by calling
Hammond-Henry Hospital at 944-9112
or email hhhfound@hammondhenry.com.

A Note of Thanks

I appreciate the support and prayers from
my church! Thank you for the thoughtful
gifts and goodies!
Thanks for thinking of me and my
family this time of year.
God Bless,
Taylor Lynn McKean

Thank You

The family of Royce “Buzz” Stenzel wishes to
express their appreciation for the inspirational
memorial service and delicious luncheon. Your
prayers and love are comforting.
God’s Peace!
Sharon, Susan and Judith
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Staff Directory

Council

New Office hours

Rev. Laura Kamprath
Pastor—lkamprath@firstgeneseo.org
Rev. Matt Kamprath
Pastor—mkamprath@firstgeneseo.org
Rev. Virgil Juliot
Visitation Pastor — 944-6072
Rev. Lynn Bergren
Worship Pastor—lbergren@firstgeneseo.org
Linda Schmidt, Deacon
Director of Worship & Music
lschmidt@firstgeneseo.org
Mary Jo Brummet
Director of Communications & Operations
mjbrummet@firstgeneseo.org
Haylee Gustafson
Director of Youth & Family Ministry
youth@firstgeneseo.org
Sherry Dickens
Parish Secretary—sdickens@firstgeneseo.org
Jennifer Johnson
Programs Meal Coordinator
Jim Luikart
Parish Accountant—jluikart@firstgeneseo.org
Lynn Lindell
Financial Secretary—llindell@firstgeneseo.org
Charlene Daniels
Custodian—cdaniels@firstgeneseo.org

Roger Bengtson—President
Ray Bergles—Vice-President
Dawn Ebarb—Secretary
Rollin Setterdahl—Treasurer

Monday-Tuesday-Thursday
8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
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Darla Anderson, Jodi Barnhart,
Nancy Cassens, Johanna Hager,
Brian Hofer, Peter Johnson,
Cathy Runty, Beth Unrath,
Taylor Wildermuth

Meeting Schedule:
Cabinet — Monday, February 12
Ministries — Monday, February 12
Council — Monday, February 26

Preschool staff
Misty Slaymaker, Director
Mary Williamsen, Margi Ficken
preschool@firstgeneseo.org

Next Chimes deadline:
Thursday, February 8

Wednesday
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Friday
Office Closed

Staff schedule
Rev. Laura Kamprath
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
Rev. Matt Kamprath
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
Linda Schmidt, Deacon
Director of Worship & Music
Monday-Thursday
Mary Jo Brummet, Director of
Communications & Operations
Monday-Thursday
Haylee Gustafson, Director of
Youth & Family Ministry
Monday-Thursday

