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worship with us this weekend!
Saturday 5:30 p.m.
Sundays at 8:30 & 10:00 a.m.

Celebrate Mardi Gras at First!
Transfiguration Weekend
February 25 & 26, 2017
The “River City Six” returns to raise the roof with their
toe-tapping, hand-clapping Dixieland Jazz music.

Worship Schedule
Saturday Informal Worship at 5:30 p.m.
One Service Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Come and join us for a Jazz Service, followed by a fabulous Texan
feast and Benefit Youth Auction! All proceeds will go to help with
costs associated with the National Youth Gathering in 2018.

Ash Wednesday ~ March 1, 2017
Holy Communion & Imposition of Ashes
Services at Noon & 6:30 p.m.
On Wednesday, March 1, the church around the world celebrates Ash Wednesday. Ash Wednesday
marks the beginning of Lent, the season of preparation for Holy Week. This year, our Lenten
journey includes the pastors of Messiah Lutheran Church in Aledo, Cambridge Lutheran Church,
Cambridge, St. Paul Lutheran Church in Orion and First Lutheran Church in Geneseo. Two
Lenten fellowship opportunities will also be offered each week. Everyone is invited to join us for
our Lenten Soup & Salad Luncheon following the Noon service or for the Faithtime Dinner from
5-6:15 p.m. Watch your mailboxes for FLC’s Lent Brochure detailing all opportunities.
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A Word
From The
Pastor

From Pastor Laura...
“… you have been sealed by the Holy
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ
forever.” (ELW Rite of Holy Baptism)
As I write, it seems as though Christmas has
barely passed, and yet it is time in the church
for us to prepare for Lent. Lent will begin this
year on March 1, with our Ash Wednesday
worship. But Pastor Matt, myself, Linda,
and the ministry teams have already been
thinking about our 2017 Lenten journey
as a congregation for many weeks. As we
prepare ourselves once more for the intensity
and passion of remembering Christ’s betrayal,
crucifixion, burial, and resurrection, we want
to be sure our congregation is ready to follow
where God is leading us as disciples (followers
of our teacher, Jesus) and apostles (those who
are sent out to tell others about Jesus).
We will embark on Marked Living:
“Caretakers of the Promise,” our Lenten
journey, on Ash Wednesday, as we receive
that cross of ashes on our foreheads and are
reminded once again of our identity as God’s
beloved children. We bear that cross – the
mark of Christ – throughout our lives. Even
on the other 364 days of the year when it’s
not visible to the outside world, it is visible
to God, and, I hope, to each other.
So we live as “marked” people: set apart
by God for God’s holy purposes. We are
caretakers of God’s promise – that we have
been saved by grace through faith. That Jesus
Christ, in his dying and rising again to new
life, brings us with him into resurrected living.
And that this is a promise extended to all
people, God’s whole beloved world.
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We will spend the weeks of Lent hearing
God’s Word for us, God’s marked people. We
will explore together how God is inviting us
to be caretakers of God’s grace. Where is God
calling us, as a congregation, and where is God
calling you, as an apostle? Each week, we will
consider specific opportunities for ministry in
the congregation. We will also lift up ways that
our congregation can partner with others who
share our work as caretakers of God’s promise.
Even though Lent is still a month away,
we ask for your prayers now. Pray for me
and Matt and Linda, your called leaders, as
we prepare what we hope are meaningful
and enriching worship experiences for Lent.
Pray for the staff, our partners in ministry
week in and week out. Pray for the
congregation Council and the ministry teams,
as we prepare for the season. And pray for
yourself, that the Holy Spirit will assure you
of God’s promise of grace and make you into
a faithful caretaker of that promise.

—Pastor Laura

February 4 & 5, 2017
Epiphany 5/Souper Bowl Weekend
This weekend’s texts include Isaiah 58:1-9a,
Psalm 112:1-9, 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 and
Matthew 5:13-20.

February 18 & 19, 2017
Epiphany 7
This weekend’s texts include Leviticus 19:1-2,
9-18, Psalm 119:33-40, 1 Corinthians 3:10-11,
16-23 and Matthew 5:38-48.

February 11 & 12, 2017
Epiphany 6/Service of Healing
This weekend’s texts include Deuteronomy
30:15-20, Psalm 119:1-8, 1 Corinthians 3:1-9
and Matthew 5:21-37.

February 25 & 26, 2017
Transfiguration of Our Lord
One Service Sunday with River City Six
at 9:30 a.m. (Preservice music at 915 a.m.)
This weekend’s texts include Exodus 24:12-18,
2 Peter 1:16-21 and Matthew 17:1-9.

First
Worship
& Music

Worship Leader Training
What: Lector and Communion Assistant Training
Who: All current lectors and communion assistants, and anyone who wishes to begin serving
in one of these roles
When: Saturday ~ February 25, 2017
9 a.m. for Lector
9:30 a.m. for Communion Assistants
Where: Sanctuary
Why: A refresher for those already involved in this ministry, and a chance to train new ministers.

Please keep the following Lifelines petitions in your prayers:
World and Community: For our leaders: President Donald Trump and Governor Bruce Rauner.
For our country as we strive to be “one nation, under God, with liberty and justice for all.”
For those serving and working in harm’s way: Raul Falcon, Josh Fleming, Jakob Gradert,
Taylor McKean, Jessica Ruggles, Christopher Schwake, Law Enforcement Officers and First Responders.
Church: For our bishops: Rev. Elizabeth Eaton and Rev. Jeff Clements. For our partners in ministry: Pastor A.
Michael Stephin and the people of Osupuko Parish in Tanzania, Rev. Vijayakumar, Bishop of the Arcot Lutheran
Synod, India and the Northwest Haiti Christian Mission in Haiti. For missionaries who share the Gospel around
the world, especially Catherine Nelson, Katie Blobaum and Randy & Carol Stubbs and family. For Lutheran Social
Services of Illinois. For our pastors, parish staff, Preschool staff and Church Council (names listed on pg. 10).
Health and Wellbeing: Rodger Barnhart, Natalie Baumgardner, Rick Brown, Max Buffington, Dawn Corrinne,
Bill & Theresa Darwin, Lynn Dauphin, Judy DeBoever, Kevin DeJaegeer, David Deuth, Mary Devine, Ruth Fleming,
Missy Garcia, Jill Hartel, Pastor Virgil Juliot, Emil “Buzz” Klinger, Carolyn Lampo, Ruth Larson, Vicki McVietty,
Sandy Miller, Deb Morris, Scott Pittenger, Cindy Scheckel, Trevor Schefsky, Connie Sellers, Linda Schmidt, Larry
Skiles, Michelle Springer, Ronnie Streightmatter, Doris Tieken, Laura Wayne, Marilyn Worple and Sandra Zanfes.
Joys: Baptism of Madilyn Stees, daughter of Dustin & Tiffany Stees.
Thanksgiving: Jon Fleming has completed his deployment with the Navy and will soon be an NROTC Instructor
in Ames, IA.
Sorrows: On the death of Chris Heath, friend of many in our congregation; Merna Jo Miller, mother of Kathryn
DeJaeger; Lee Lookingbill, husband of Jodi Martin’s coworker; Patti (Bolda) Kastor, family friend of Dick & Eddielea
Sheets; James Dean Robertson, brother of Jackie Nystrom; Adam J. Verdick, brother of Robert Verdick; and Virginia
Kamprath, grandmother of Pastor Matt Kamprath.

First
Prayer

If you wish to submit a prayer request, please contact the church office at 944-3196 or by e-mail prayer@firstgeneseo.org. If you
or a member of your family have a medical procedure planned or are admitted to the hospital, please call the church office.
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First
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& Music

Grace Notes from Linda Schmidt, Deacon
Deacon…you may have noticed that my title
has changed. I have been an Associate in
Ministry in the ELCA for 29 years. At the
churchwide ELCA assembly last August, a
change was made. Associates in Ministry,
Deaconesses, and Diaconal Ministers—all lay
rostered leaders—are now officially “deacons”.
The hope is that this might provide clarity as
to what deacons are and do. It also aligns us
with other denominations who use this term.
I am called here at First Lutheran, but I am
rostered in the Northern Illinois Synod and
in the ELCA. Deacons go through a
Candidacy process, very similar to pastors.
We take a minimum of 22 credit hours of
religion classes (I had a minor in religion at
Luther College), are teamed with a mentor,
attend synod-sponsored retreats, undergo
psychological testing, fill out a lot of
paperwork!, and meet with the Candidacy
Committee. Deacons are called to Word
and Service. My service area, of course, is
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worship and music. Other deacons serve
in the areas of Christian education, youth,
administration, chaplaincy, etc.
Service of Healing available for those who
desire it at all 3 services on February 11-12.
If you would like to be anointed with oil for
healing, simply come to the stations after
you commune.
Transfiguration Sunday
River City 6 will be leading our worship
on Sunday, February 26 at one 9:30 a.m.
service (come for preservice music at 9:15).
This is Transfiguration Sunday—the last
Sunday before Lent. There will also be a
meal and auction sponsored by our youth
following the service.
Save the Date!
Music Camp will be August 7-11 for all
current 1st-5th graders. Mark the date on
your calendar—more into next month!

Nursery Attendants Needed!

We are looking to add to our list of
committed nursery volunteers. We are
seeking adults who are able to serve during
the 8:30 or 10:00 worship services on Sunday
mornings. You will be asked to serve in a
rotation model, once every two months
or so. Having a staffed nursery is a sign of
hospitality for guests with young children
who join us for worship, and it also serves
the needs of members with young children
(including your pastors!). Please contact
Sherry in the church office if you are able
to help in this way.

Our Reformation 500/Renewal has been hard
at work brainstorming and planning events
to carry Martin Luther’s ideas forward in this
500th anniversary year.

First
ministries

Please mark on your calendar:
Sunday, February 19 at 2 p.m.
We are renting the Central Theater to show
the 2003 movie “Luther”. There is no cost
for this event; open to all—invite a friend!
It is hosted by First Lutheran, and open to the community. We encourage you to see
this movie—for the first time—or again—before Lent begins. March 1 is Ash Wednesday.
Beginning February 25 & 26, all families/members are invited to pick up your own copy
of Luther’s Small Catechism.
February 18 & 19 at all 3 services we will have a special guest appear with a door from
the Wittenberg Castle Church. All of you will be invited to post ideas of how to renew
First Lutheran Church.
Did You Know? In February, First Book Club is reading a book dealing with
the Reformation in England. The book is The Taming of the Queen, written by
Philippa Gregory. Join the discussion on February 8 at 5:30 p.m.
Coming in March ~ Theology on Tap!
Join Pastor Matt every Tuesday evening at 7 p.m. during the Lenten season for discussions
and conversations around theology at one of our local breweries. To kick-off our gatherings
we will dive into Luther’s theology. All are welcome to join us. Please call 944-3196 or
email (mkamprath@firstgeneseo.org) to let him know that you plan to attend.

Join the Souper Bowl of Caring February 4 & 5!

More than 25 years ago, The Souper Bowl of Caring began with a simple prayer in a youth group:
“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football gamze, help us be mindful of those without a bowl
of soup to eat.” Our own First Lutheran Youth are now learning what it’s like to make a positive
difference in Geneseo and our world as they collect food, raise money and volunteer to feed their
neighbors in need.
WE NEED YOU ON OUR
HUNGER-FIGHTING TEAM!!
From January 28-February 5, bring food offerings (canned and dry goods) to First Lutheran and join
the fun by “voting” for your favorite in the Super Bowl! Food will be collected in team-themed grocery
baskets in the Fellowship Room, and our youth want to blow past the goal line with overflowing baskets
on Souper Bowl Sunday. As you shop for your own game-day celebration, pick up some nutritious food
to share with families and children who go hungry in our community each week.


After worship on February 4 & 5 youth will collect monetary offerings to be given to the Geneseo
Food Pantry. Think about gifting the same amount you spend on your celebration to provide basic food
needs for our hungry neighbors in our own Geneseo community.


Thank you for helping First Lutheran Youth score a big win towards eliminating hunger by joining the
Souper Bowl of Caring this year!
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First
Faithtime
ministries

Children’s Ministry: Faithtime
(Wednesdays Afterschool)
All children Grades K-6
3:15-3:45 p.m. Check In, Snack, Table Talk
in Fellowship Room
3:45-5:20 p.m. Message, Music & Motion
Rotation
5:20-5:30 p.m. Closing in Sanctuary
5:30 p.m.
Check Out in Sanctuary

Save the Date!

First Communion Classes will be held on
April 1 & 8 from 10:00-11:30 a.m. for all
3rd graders and anyone else who would be
interested in having their child go through
the class. A dinner for all First Communion
participants and their families will be held
on Maundy Thursday, April 13 with the
service immediately following.

Faithtime Evening Meal
Join First at

Wednesday Night

Faithtime!

Come enjoy a delicious meal that is continuously
served from 5-6:15 p.m. every Wednesday evening.
The cost of the meal is $2 for children ages 3 through
11, $4 for ages 12 through adult, or $15 per family.
Everyone is invited to make Faithtime your mealtime!
Following is a listing of our February meals:
February 1
Tacos
February 8
Chicken/Mashed Potatoes
February 15
LaRoma’s Pizza
February 22
Pulled Pork Sandwiches

Confirmation (7th & 8th graders)

Here’s an outline of our weekly schedule:
6:00-6:45 p.m. — Large group lesson by Pastor Laura
6:45-7:10 p.m. — Small group sessions led by Mentors
in Classrooms on 2nd floor
7:10-7:30 p.m. — Group games led by Mentors
Following is the schedule for February:
February 1 — Apostles Creed: Article One
February 8 — Apostles Creed: Article Two
February 15 — Apostles Creed: Article Three
February 22 — Palms to Ashes

High School Bible Study

All High School youth are invited to join
Pastor Matt for learning and fellowship every
Wednesday evening from 6-6:45 p.m. in the
Youth Room! The Youth Room will also
be open around 4:30 p.m. for those who
want to work on homework, or play
games/fellowship.

Upcoming Youth Events ~ Save the Date!
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•

February 26 ~ Transfiguration Feast & Auction - Youth Led
Fundraiser for 2018 National Youth Gathering in Houston, TX

•

March 17 & 18 ~ Middle & High School Lock-In/Planning Event (7 p.m.-7 a.m.)

First Book Club

Join us for discussion on the content of the book The Taming of the Queen and faith response
to the author Philippa Gregory on Wednesday, February 8 at 5:30 p.m. in Grace Place.
•
March’s book title is The Paper Cowboyby Kristin Levine. This book is also the GMS
2017 “On the Same Page” community book selection. In The Paper Cowboy, though he
thinks of himself as a cowboy, Tommy is really a bully. He’s always playing cruel jokes
on classmates or stealing from the store. But Tommy has a reason: life at home is tough.
His abusive mother isn’t well; in fact, she may be mentally ill, and his sister, Mary Lou,
is in the hospital badly burned from doing a chore it was really Tommy’s turn to do.
To make amends, Tommy takes over Mary Lou’s paper route. But the paper route also
becomes the perfect way for Tommy to investigate his neighbors after stumbling across
a copy of The Daily Worker, a communist newspaper. Hurry and pick up a copy today!

First
Faithtime
ministries

ELCA Youth Gathering announces 2018 theme!
The theme for the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering is “This Changes Everything.”
The theme verse is “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not
your own doing, it is the gift of God.” ~ Ephesians 2:8
The gathering is June 27-July 1, 2018. Current 7th-11th grade students are eligible
to attend as students. High school seniors and adults may be able to participate
as volunteers to the gathering. More details to follow…

Safeguarding God’s Children

Training for all who work with children in the congregation ~ offered free of charge through
the Northern Illinois Synod, ELCA.


Saturday, February 4 at Cambridge Lutheran Church, Cambridge
(1 to 4 p.m.) 319 W Court Street – Cambridge, IL



Saturday, March 4 First Lutheran Church, Prophetstown
(9 to Noon) 300 W Third Street – Prophetstown, IL

The pastors and Church Council of First Lutheran highly encourage all who work with
children in the congregation to attend one of the above training dates. This includes those
who volunteer with the nursey, Children’s Church, Faithtime, Confirmation, High School
Youth and Vacation Bible School.
Pastor Laura and Linda Schmidt will attend the training in Cambridge on February 4.
Pastor Matt and Misty Slaymaker will attend the training in Prophetstown on March 4.
Sign up at the Welcome Center or call the church office at 944-3196 if you would like to
register for one of the trainings. Advanced registration is required.
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First
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Valentine Cheer for our Shut-in’s First Lutheran Preschool
No matter what age you are it is fun to get
Valentine’s Day Cards! Everyone is invited
to bring Valentine’s Day Cards to share
with our shut-ins. Be sure to drop your
valentines in the individual bags in the
Fellowship Room by Sunday, February 12.
This is a fun and easy way to share Christ’s
love with those who are unable to come to
church or sometimes get out at all.
 Volunteers Needed—We are in need
of volunteers to help deliver our Valentine
gift bags. If you would like to help deliver,
please feel free to pick up a gift bag after the
10 a.m. service on Sunday, February 12 and
deliver anytime by Valentine’s Day.

In February the preschoolers will be very
busy decorating the room with hearts for
Valentine’s Day and they will also exchange
cards. The 3 year-olds will have pink as the
color of the month. They will have a pajama
day and an indoor picnic. The 4/5 year-olds
will make a paper class quilt and paint on
snow. They also will make Valentine cards
for their loved ones.
•
No School on Monday, February 20
in honor of President’s Day.
•
Spring Conferences - February 27 & 28
and March 1

First Friends “Valentine” Luncheon
It’s that special time of year when Valentines is drawing near. From the bottom of
our hearts we invite you to join us for a delicious pasta buffet featuring lasagna and
fettuccine on Thursday, February 9 at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Room. The cost
of the meal is $5. Hurry and sign up at the Welcome Center for this afternoon filled
with food, laughter and fun. Be sure to invite a friend and come be our valentine!

Council Highlights for January 16, 2017
Financial Report
Action Item
General Fund Offering:
• Approved the proposed 2017 Budget and
December actual $53,192
presentation for Annual Congregational
December budget $170,392
Meeting.
YTD actual
$425,709
• Approved an $800 gift to Another Child
YTD budget
$554,521
Foundation from the Mission Endowment
Net Income Over Expenses:
Fund which was recommended by the
December actual $1,777 surplus
committee.
December budget $69,638 surplus
New Business
YTD actual
$4,009 deficit
 Discussion held on the future of Youth
YTD
budget
$9,418 deficit
Ministry and Faithtime positions and needs.
 Learned possible plans for celebration
of Reformation 500 at our church.
 Discussed an internal audit of our finances
by three members of our church appointed
by Church Council.
 April Ministry Meeting will be April 3 and
Council on April 10, because of Easter week.
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Women’s Ministry

Cover Girls Quilting
Come and work with the “Cover Girls” on
a variety of projects including tying quilts
made of donated fabrics and assembling
several care kits for Lutheran World Relief.
You are welcome to come any time you can
help on Wednesday, February 1 & 8 at 9 a.m.
in Grace Place. The need is great!
Women’s Bible Study will be held on
Wednesday, February 15 at 9 a.m. in the
Fellowship Room. We will be using the
Lutheran magazine, “Gather” for our study
guide. All women are welcome to join us
for this time of fellowship and Bible Study.

Women’s Health Series

Hammond-Henry Hospital Foundation
Community Benefits Committee presents a
series of Women’s Health programs offered
on the fourth Thursday of each month.
“Cardiovascular Disease” Early Detection &
Symptoms is the topic of the noon luncheon
on Thursday, February 23 at The Cellar
Restaurant. The cost of the luncheon is $8,
payable at the door. Please register by calling
Hammond-Henry Hospital at 944-9112 or
email hhhfound@hammondhenry.com by
Tuesday prior to the program.

2017 Resourcing Event

The 2017 Congregational Resourcing Event
will be Saturday, March 11 at Kishwaukee
Community College in Malta. The 2017
event will focus on the 500th anniversary of
the Reformation. The keynote presenter will
be the Rev. Dr. Winston Persaud, Wartburg
Theological Seminary Professor of Systematic
Theology, The Bent S. Knutson & UELCA
Professor in Theology and Mission Director
of the Center for Global Theologies.
In addition to workshops from the
keynote speaker and Northern Illinois
Bishop Jeffrey Clements, other workshops
feature topics including: Administration/
Council/Treasurers, Education, Evangelism/
Outreach/Hospitality, Global/Inter-Faith,
Leadership, Social Justice, Spirituality/
Prayer/Health & Wellness, Stewardship
and Youth/Young Adult/Family Ministry.
Bring everyone from your congregation to
attend different workshops!

First
ministries

A Special Note of Thanks

We would like to extend our deepest gratitude
to our wonderful church family for the beautiful
service and luncheon honoring our father. It is
so comforting to know that so many people
love and care for our family. We appreciate all
of those who blessed us with their willingness
to help us say good-bye for Dad. May God’s
peace and love be with you all.
Sincerely,
The Family of William K. Rickman

Food Pantry Collection

The Geneseo Food Pantry is collecting pancake mix, syrup, rice, soda crackers, ketchup, dish soap, toilet
paper, storage bags, bar soap and all purpose cleaner to share with those in our community. Donations
may be left in the basket by the church office.
Building Fund Update!
The Geneseo Food Pantry Building Fund has received a total of $942,620 in cash and pledges,
and it has received a number of in-kind pledges. We are so grateful for the support of the
community during our capital campaign! Many businesses, churches, groups and individuals
contributed toward the goal, and we thank them for joining us in fighting hunger and building
hope! The plan is to break ground at the new location, 550 Dilenbeck Drive, in the spring.
PAGE 9

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Permit No. 91
Geneseo, IL

First Lutheran Church
114 E. Main Street
Geneseo, Il 61254-1566
309-944-3196
www.firstgeneseo.org
e-mail: first@firstgeneseo.org
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Staff Directory

Council

Rev. Laura Kamprath
Pastor—lkamprath@firstgeneseo.org
Rev. Matt Kamprath
Pastor—mkamprath@firstgeneseo.org
Rev. Virgil Juliot
Visitation Pastor — 944-6072
Rev. Lynn Bergren
Worship Pastor—lbergren@firstgeneseo.org
Linda Schmidt, Deacon
Director of Worship & Music
lschmidt@firstgeneseo.org
Mary Jo Brummet
Director of Communications & Operations
mjbrummet@firstgeneseo.org
Sherry Dickens
Parish Secretary—sdickens@firstgeneseo.org
Misty Slaymaker
Director of Faithtime
mslaymaker@firstgeneseo.org
Jennifer Johnson
Interim Faithtime Meal Coordinator
Jim Luikart
Parish Accountant—jluikart@firstgeneseo.org
Lynn Lindell
Financial Secretary—llindell@firstgeneseo.org
Charlene Daniels
Custodian—cdaniels@firstgeneseo.org

Roger Bengtson—President
Taylor Wildermuth—Vice-President
Dawn Ebarb—Secretary
Rollin Setterdahl—Parish Treasurer
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Darla Anderson, Nancy Cassens,
Johanna Hager, Brian Hofer,
Peter Johnson, Jerry Myhre,
Cathy Runty, Patrick Stebly,
Beth Unrath

Faithtime schedule For
February 1, 8, 15 & 22
3:15 p.m. Check In, Snack, Table Talk
(Grades K-6)

3:30 p.m. Homework Study (Grades 7-12)
3:45 p.m. Message, Music, Motion
(Grades K-6)

5:00-6:15 p.m. Dinner Served
5:15 p.m. Youth Bells (February 1, 8 & 15)
(Grades 6-12)

5:20 p.m. Closing in Sanctuary

(Grades K-6)
Meeting Schedule:
5:30
p.m.
Check
Out in Sanctuary
Cabinet — Monday, February 13
(Grades K-6)
Ministries — Monday, February 13
First Book Club (February 8)
Council — Monday, February 20
5:45 p.m. Confirmation (Grades 7-8)
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

Preschool staff

Misty Slaymaker, Director
Mary Williamsen, Margi Ficken
preschool@firstgeneseo.org

Next Chimes deadline:
Tuesday, February 7

